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The Big Apple’s 
Improvisations 

CANDICE CHOI 
MAE ANDERSON 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Two 

days after Sandy brought 
business in New York City 
to a standstill, stores that 
lost power are again serv¬ 
ing customers, albeit by 
flashlight. Companies with 
closed offices are setting 
up shop in coffeehouses. 
And the owner of the Sky¬ 
light Diner is borrowing 
bacon from his neighbors 
because the restaurant's 
cupboard is bare. 

The world’s financial center 
is struggling to get back to 
work as it deals with a sub¬ 
way system that’s still crip¬ 
pled by the worst damage 
in its 108-year-history and 



Luis Moreta puts steaks on the 
grill in front of the Old Home¬ 
stead Steakhouse where he 
works in New York, Wednes¬ 
day, Oct. 31, 2012. In lower 
Manhattan, days after Sandy 
hit, businesses are facing a 
tough choice, to reopen or 
stay closed. 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 

power outages in major 
sections of the city. That’s 
kept both employees and 
customers at bay. As a re¬ 
sult, big multinational banks 
are in the same proverbial 
boat as corner bodegas: 
looking for creative ways 
to get their businesses back 
up and running. 

New York City is home to 
roughly a million compa¬ 
nies of all sizes. 


Continued on Page 4 



President Barack Obama is greeted by New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie upon his arrival at Atlantic City International Airport, Wednes¬ 
day, Oct. 31, 2012, in Atlantic City, NJ. Obama traveled to the region to take an aerial tour of the Atlantic Coast in New Jersey in 
areas damaged by superstorm Sandy, 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 


Storm creates pact between Obama, Christie 


STEVEN R. HURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

superstorm-forced timeout 
in the bitter presidential 
contest between Barack 
Obama and Republican 
challenger Mitt Romney 
ends Thursday as the presi¬ 
dent returns to campaign¬ 
ing with a vengeance, re¬ 
suming the political battle 
in the glow of a new and 
bipartisan friendship be¬ 
tween the White House 
incumbent and one of his 
loudest Republican critics 


as they teamed up to tour 
the ravages of nature’s as¬ 
sault on America’s Atlantic 
Ocean coast and comfort 
victims. 

Obama's return to cam¬ 
paigning will free Romney 
to resume his harsh assault 
on the president's record. 
Romney had muted criti¬ 
cism of his opponent as 
Obama shunned politics 
for three days straight to 
devote full time to man¬ 
aging the crisis. The storm, 
named Sandy, devastated 
the New Jersey coast and 


inundated portions of New 
York City. At least 50 people 
were killed in the late sea¬ 
son weather fury that raked 
much of the Atlantic sea¬ 
board before unleashing 
its full power on the most 
densely populated region 
of the United States. Sandy 
caused billions of dollars in 
damage, tens of thousands 
remained without pow¬ 
er, streets were awash in 
flood waters, homes were 
destroyed and mass tran¬ 
sit shut as subway tunnels 
flooded. 


Unexpectedly in the crisis, 
Obama and firebrand Re¬ 
publican New Jersey Gov. 
Chris Christie formed a mu¬ 
tual admiration society, 
praising one another for 
their handling of the after- 
math and exuding the bi¬ 
partisan cooperation that 
polls show American voters 
are longing for in what has 
become one of the most 
hyper-polarized eras in U.S. 
political history. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Storm creates pact between Obama, Christie 


Continued from front 

But with just five days re¬ 
maining before fhe Nov. 6 
election it was impossible 
to forecast what effect 
Obama’s retreat from the 
campaign to assume his 
job as a caring and get- 
things-done crisis manager 
would have on a White 
House battle that shows 
him and Romney in a vir¬ 
tual tie. 

While polls show Obama 
and Romney knotted up 
in the nationwide popular 
vote, most surveys indicate 
the president is maintain¬ 
ing leads in many of the 
all-important battleground 
states — the nine states that 
aren’t yet seen as firmly be¬ 
hind either candidate. The 
U.S. president is not elected 
according to the nation¬ 
wide popular vote but in 
state-by-state contests. 

Still consumed by efforts to 
ameliorate the devastation 
of Sandy, Obama flew to 
New Jersey where he was 


met at the Atlantic City air¬ 
port by Christie. The men 
then boarded the presi¬ 
dent’s helicopter for an 
airborne inspection tour of 
the devastation. 

Back on the ground, the 


president introduced one 
local woman to “my guy 
Craig Fugate.” In a plain- 
spoken demonstration of 
fhe power of fhe presi¬ 
dency, Obama instructed 
the man at the head of 


the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, a 
7,500-employee federal 
agency, fo “make sure she 
gefs fhe help she needs" 
immediafely. 

And later, the two men 
spoke of one another in 
glowing terms. 

“He has sprung into action 
immediately,” said Christie. 
Said Obama of fhe gover¬ 
nor, “He has put his heart 
and soul into making sure 
the people of New Jersey 
bounce back stronger than 
before." 

The storm had forced an 
abrupt change in Rom¬ 
ney’s campaign, as well. 

In Tampa, the Republican 
challenger said, “We love 
all of our fellow citizens. We 
come together at times 
like this, and we want to 
make sure that they have a 
speedy and quick recovery 
from their financial and, in 
many cases, personal loss." 
His criticism of Obama was 
glancing. “I don'f just talk 


about change. I actually 
have a plan to execute 
change and make it hap¬ 
pen." 

Romney spent the full day 
in the state, campaigning 
with former Gov. Jeb Bush. 
It was an unusual commit¬ 
ment of time in the final 
days of a close race, and 
an indication that Republi¬ 
cans view the state and its 
29 electoral votes as any¬ 
thing but secure. 

Despite the tour and Rom¬ 
ney’s own expressions of 
sympathy for storm victims, 
a new controversy was 
swirling over the Republi¬ 
can challenger’s new tele¬ 
vision and radio ads in Ohio. 
“Desperation,” Vice Presi¬ 
dent Joe Biden said of the 
broadcast claims that sug¬ 
gested automakers Gen¬ 
eral Motors and Chrysler 
were adding jobs in China 
at the expense of workers 
in Ohio, where one in eight 
jobs are said to depend on 
the auto industry,Q 



President Barack Obama, center, and Federal Emergency Man¬ 
agement (FEMA) administrator Craig Fugate, left, watch as New 
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, second from left, meets with local resi¬ 
dents at Brigantine Beach Community Center, Wednesday, Oct. 
31, 2012, in Brigantine, NJ. Obama traveled to Atlantic Coast to 
see first-hand the relief efforts after Superstorm Sandy damage 
the Atlantic Coast. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 
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Clinton: Opposition shakeup needed to defeat Assad 



such efforts, but Clinton's 
words appeared to dem¬ 
onstrate that it was step¬ 
ping up its leadership role. 
She said the talks next week 
were sponsored by the 
Arab League but stressed 
that she has been con¬ 
stantly strategizing with Eu¬ 
ropean and Arab partners 
on the best path forward. 
“We have recommended 
names and organizations 
that we believe should be 
included in any leadership 
structure,” she said. “We’ve 
made it clear that the SNC 
can no longer be viewed 
as the visible leader of the 
opposition. They can be 
part of a larger opposition, 
but that opposition must 


include people from inside 
Syria and others who have 
a legitimate voice that 
needs to be heard. So our 
efforts are very focused 
on that.” At least 36,000 
people have been killed 
in Syria since March 2011, 
according to activists. The 
last 19 months have seen 
the Assad regime's brutal 
crackdown on dissent de¬ 
scend into a full-scale civil 
war, with the resistance ini¬ 
tially led by secular-minded 
opponents at least rhetori¬ 
cally committed to democ¬ 
racy. But as the violence 
has worsened, the rebels 
have increasingly come 
under the sway of Islamist 
and extremist influences. □ 


US Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks during a 
press conference Wednesday Oct. 31, 2012 with Croatian Presi¬ 
dent Ivo Josipovic, unseen, following their meeting at the presi¬ 
dency in Zagreb. Clinton said the administration was suggesting 
names and organizations that should feature prominently in any 
new rebel leadership that emerges from talks starting next week 
in Doha, the capital of Qatar. 

(AP Photo/Saul Loeb, Pool) 


BRADLEY KLAPPER 
Associated Press 
ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) — 

The Obama administration 
said Wednesday it would 
push for a major shakeup 
in Syria’s opposition lead¬ 
ership so that it better rep¬ 
resents those dying on the 
front line, can rally wider 
support and resist attempts 
by extremists to hijack 
the revolution against the 
Assad regime. 

Speaking to reporters in 
Croatia’s capital, U.S. Sec¬ 
retary of State Hillary Rod¬ 
ham Clinton said the ad¬ 
ministration was suggesting 
names and organizations 
that should feature promi¬ 
nently in any new rebel 
leadership that emerges 
from talks starting next 
week in Doha, the capital 
of Qatar. She dismissed the 
Syrian National Council, a 
Paris-based group of re¬ 
gime opponents who have 
lived in exile for decades, 
saying its leadership days 
are over, even if it could still 
play a role. The council was 
viewed with suspicion by 
rebels who stayed in Syria 
and fought the regime of 
President Bashar Assad. 
“This cannot be an opposi¬ 
tion represented by people 
who have many good at¬ 
tributes but have in many 


instances not been inside 
Syria for 20, 30 or 40 years,” 
Clinton said. “There has 
to be a representation of 
those who are on the front 
lines fighting and dying 
today to obtain their free¬ 
dom. And there needs to 
be an opposition leader¬ 
ship structure that is dedi¬ 
cated to representing and 
protecting all Syrians.” 

The shift in policy reflects as 
much the failure of the SNC 
to win widespread political 
legitimacy as the Obama 
administration's desire to 
be seen playing a leading 
role in shaping an opposi¬ 
tion capable of winning 
the support of frightened 
Syrian minority groups and 
replacing Assad. 
Republican presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney 
has criticized the Obama 
administration for spend¬ 
ing too much time trying 
to win support for a Syrian 
political transition plan at 
the United Nations, where 
Russia and China have pro¬ 
tected Assad from three 
damning resolutions. And 
he has called for stronger 
U.S. leadership in forging 
a cohesive body to lead 
Syria from decades of dic¬ 
tatorship. 

The Obama administration 
insists it is already guiding 
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Big Apple improvises to reopen for business 


Q&A ON THE NEWS 


Continued from front 

While the impact of Sandy 
varies, the city’s businesses 
face billions of dollars in 
damages and lost sales. 
So while reopening quickly 
is a priority, it can require 
resourcefulness and a 
smidge of creativity. 

For Teddy Papaioannou, 
that meant calling in some 
favors. On Wednesday, the 
co-owner of the Skylight 
Diner was running low on 
supplies at his restaurant in 
the midtown section of the 
Manhattan borough, so he 


Wednesday. Only one 
of his usual three staffers 
could make it into work, 
so he paid for him to get 
there. 

The 40-minute cab ride 
into Manhattan from the 
Queens borough typically 
costs about $35, which 
wasn’t a huge cost, he 
figured, especially con¬ 
sidering that he expected 
to make about $1,500 on 
Wednesday. But by after¬ 
noon, only two custom¬ 
ers were eating lunch at 
a small table and another 


which has been in the 
neighborhood for a year, 
has lost several thousand 
dollars a day since losing 
power Monday. Workers 
iced down the restau¬ 
rant's meat, but decided 
to grill after they realized it 
wouldn't be safe to eat af¬ 
ter Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, Deli & Grocery 
Corp. was open for busi¬ 
ness, just two doors down 
from a building whose 
facade had completely 
shorn off, making the ex¬ 
posed rooms appear like 
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People shop in a candle-lit deli in New York's Tribeca neighborhood, Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2012. In 
lower Manhattan, some stores are open even though their power is still out. Others are busing es¬ 
sential employees to work. Days after Sandy hit, businesses both big and small are facing a tough 
choice, to reopen or stay closed. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


borrowed a few pounds of 
bacon from his neighbors 
who also are restaurant 
owners. 

Papaioannou and his 
brother and father, who all 
own the diner jointly, were 
so eager to open that the 
three of them even chauf- 
feured employees around 
on Tuesday and Wednes¬ 
day. They picked up a to¬ 
tal of 20 workers for various 
shifts over the two-day pe¬ 
riod. 

“Closing for three days 
would ruin us for a month,” 
he said. 

Lost sales were a big mo¬ 
tivator for other business 
owners too. William Badie, 
owner of Food Fair food 
market and deli, estimated 
he lost $8,000 because the 
store was closed on Mon¬ 
day and Tuesday. So he 
made sure he was open 


man bought a turkey sand¬ 
wich. Still, Badie said he’s 
fortunate because he nev¬ 
er lost power and didn’t 
have to throw away any¬ 
thing. 

“It's very slow. There are no 
customers," he said. “But 
business is like that. You 
lose or you make. You can 
complain, but who is going 
to listen to you?” 

In the lower section of Man¬ 
hattan, where a massive 
power outage persisted, 
things got even trickier for 
businesses that wanted to 
reopen. Most stores were 
closed, but a few found a 
way to get customers. 
Bareburger in the trendy 
Chelsea neighborhood in 
lower Manhattan was grill¬ 
ing burgers outside and 
giving them away, asking 
only for donations for the 
Red Cross. The restaurant, 


an open dollhouse, with 
decorated with beds, 
lights and furniture. The deli 
didn't have power, but a 
gas range was working so 
it was able to sell coffee, 
sodas and canned goods. 
Manager Tariq Mohamed 
Ali used a flashlight to see 
what he was doing. 

Ali declined to estimate 
how much in sales the deli 
has lost, but he acknowl¬ 
edged that he really needs 
the subways to start run¬ 
ning again and the elec¬ 
tricity to come back so that 
customers can return. Oth¬ 
erwise, the deli may not be 
able to make its rent for the 
month. Still, he insisted that 
he opened so that neigh¬ 
bors would have a place 
to go. 

“It’s cold outside, so we 
wanted to give people 
coffee,” he said. □ 


© 2012 Cox Newspapers 

Q: Please explain the difference between battleground 
states and swing states. 

-- Lance DeLoach, Thomaston, Ga. 

A: "Swing” and "battleground” both can be used to 
describe a state "where the two major political parties 
have similar levels of support among voters,” accord¬ 
ing to www.OxfordDictionaries.com. These states also 
are sometimes referred to as purple states, a combi¬ 
nation of the two colors representative of Republicans 
(red) and Democrats (blue). Swing states are "viewed 
as important in determining the overall result of a presi¬ 
dential election.” 

Colorado, Florida, Iowa, Michigan, Nevada, New 
Plampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Penn¬ 
sylvania, Virginia and Wisconsin are considered the key 
swing states in this year’s election, according to CNN. 
com. 

Q: I understand that President Barack Obama, as well 
as his wife, each were at one time members of the Il¬ 
linois State Bar. Many years ago, before he became 
president, they each voluntarily surrendered their li¬ 
censes to practice law. Why did they do this? 

-- Seymour Richards, Atlanta 

A: President Obama placed his law license on inactive 
status four days after he announced his candidacy for 
president in February 2007, according to FactCheck. 
org, which is run by the University of Pennsylvania's An- 
nenberg Public Policy Center, a nonpartisan "consum¬ 
er advocate for voters that aims to reduce the level of 
deception and confusion in U.S. politics.” 

James Grogan, the deputy administrator and chief 
counsel for Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Com¬ 
mission of the Supreme Court of Illinois, told the website 
this summer that by placing their law licenses on inac¬ 
tive status, the Obamas don’t have to pay an annual 
fee that is now $342 and take classes to meet the state’s 
Minimum Continuing Legal Education requirement. 

Q: The PBS show "Frontline” profiled both President 
Barack Obama and Mitt Romney. I’m curious as to who 
paid for Obama's education at Columbia and Har- 
vard? 

- Geraldine Dunne, Johns Creek, Ga. 

A: The Obamas repeatedly have talked about paying 
off their student loans. President Obama told a group 
of students at the University of North Carolina earlier this 
year that he didn’t pay off his student loans until about 
eight years ago. "Michelle and I, we’ve been in your 
shoes,” he said. Michelle Obama said in 2008 that they 
weren't able to pay off their loans until Barack Obama 
wrote the best-selling "The Audacity of Hope” and 
"Dreams from My Father.” She said that their monthly 
loan payments were larger than their monthly mort¬ 
gage when Obama left Harvard Law School. 

Q: Has the Statue of Liberty ever suffered significant 
damage from a storm? 

-- Martha Hunt Hoschton, Ga. 

A: The Statue of Liberty, which celebrated its 126th 
birthday on Sunday, has never suffered severe dam¬ 
age from storms or other weather events, historian Barry 
Moreno, who wrote "The Statue of Liberty Encyclope¬ 
dia,” told Accuweather.com. A blizzard blew snow 
through the statue's windows in 1888, which covered 
stairs, and its torch was extinguished by a summer storm 
in 1933. □ 
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Our Kitchen is open from 
10AM-10PM 

We are CLOSED on SONDAYS 


Once you visit downtown don V forget 
to stop by Mojito ’s Cantina & Grill. 

Come and enjoy the nice panoramic view of the cruise ships 

We serve Authentic Cuban and 
Latin American Cuisine 

Live Bands on Wednesdays - Fridays and Saturdays 
and Daily HAPPY HOUR: 2 X 1 starting from 5:00PM - 7:00PM 



Smugglers try driving 
over US border fence 


YUMA, Ariz. (AP) — Sus¬ 
pected smugglers tried to 
use ramps to drive an SUV 
over a 14-foot (4.25-meter) 
fence along the U.S.-Mexi- 
co border, but they aban¬ 
doned the effort when it 
got stuck on top. 

U.S. Border Patrol spokes¬ 
man Spencer Tippets says 
agents spotted the SUV 
perched atop the fence 
early Tuesday near the bor¬ 
der between Arizona and 
California. 


Two people on the Mexi¬ 
can side were trying to free 
the Jeep when the agents 
approached. 

They ran further into Mexi¬ 
co. 

The Jeep was empty, but 
agents say it was probably 
filled with contraband like 
marijuana before it got 
stuck. 

The smugglers had built 
ramps that looked like long 
ladders to drive up and 
over the fenceO 


Northeast travel 
slowly resuming 


DAVID KOENIG 
JOSHUA FREED 
Associated Press 

Travel in the U.S. Northeast 
creaked back into motion 
on Wednesday, but it was 
clear that stranded trav¬ 
elers will struggle to get 
around for days to come. 
Two of the three major air¬ 
ports in the New York area 
re-opened with limited 
flights. Most Northeast rail 
service — the country’s 
busiest corridor — was sus¬ 
pended. In New York City, 
some buses were running, 
and subway service was 
expected to restart Thurs¬ 
day in limited fashion. 
FlightStats said the storm 
caused more than 19,000 
cancellations, including 
2,820 Wednesday. The loss 
of East Coast flights strand¬ 
ed tourists in New York and 
kept travelers stuck in Hong 
Kong. The lack of trains left 
suburban commuters with¬ 
out a way into work. 

On Wednesday, the first 
trickle of air travelers 
reached New York since 
the storm hit. John F. Ken¬ 


nedy International and 
Newark Liberty Interna¬ 
tional Airport in New Jersey 
both opened, but flights 
were limited. 

U.S. Transportation Secre¬ 
tary Ray LaHood said on 
a conference call with re¬ 
porters that three runways 
were working at JFK, and 
he expected about 300 
flights on Wednesday. By 
comparison, JFK would nor¬ 
mally average some 1,100 
arrivals and departures per 
day, according statistics on 
the airport's website. 

New York's third major air¬ 
port, LaGuardia remained 
closed as officials assessed 
flood damage. 

However, American Air¬ 
lines, Delta Air Lines Inc. 
and Southwest Airlines Co. 
said they plan to restart 
LaGuardia flights on Thurs¬ 
day. Delta spokesman 
Morgan Durrant said the 
airline intends to start land¬ 
ing planes around 7 a.m. 
(1100 GMT) and hopes to 
operate half of its sched¬ 
uled LaGuardia flights on 
Thursday.Q 



A silver Jeep Cherokee that suspected smugglers were attempting to drive over the U.S.-Mexico 
border fence is stuck at the top of a makeshift ramp early Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2012 near Yuma, 
Ariz. U.S. 


(AP Photo) 
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For young volunteers, realism is trumping idealism of ‘08 


jesse mckinley 

© 2012 New York Times 
ARLINGTON, Va. - With his wire- 
rimmed glasses and Salvador 
Dali mustache, Caleb 
Cunningham does not exactly 
look like the stereotypical 
young conservative. He 
crochets his own stocking 
caps, and after graduating 
from Brigham Young University 
last spring, he spent six weeks 
trekking through Cambodia, 
Malaysia and other parts of 
Southeast Asia, before landing 
in Washington with a used 
BMW and a job waiting tables. 
He shares a two-bedroom 
apartment with three 
roommates (only two of whom 
are paying rent). 

Cunningham said he was not 
really politically attuned and 
wanted to go back to school. 
But lately, he has been taking 
time to volunteer for Mitt 
Romney, a man he supports, 
well, because of a lot of little 
things, including - but not 
limited to - vague concerns 
about the national debt, 
Romney’s experience as a 
businessman and the fact that 
Cunningham and Romney are 
both Mormons. 

“I’m just maybe not too 
satisfied with how the last 
four years have gone,” said 
Cunningham, 26, who speaks 
with a kind of smiling, “what- 
me-worry” whimsy, before 
adding, “I just think someone 
needs to be responsible.” 

He said he wanted “someone 
that can balance a book,” in a 
financial - not literary - sense. 
In this election - like every 
election - both campaigns 
claim thousands of young 
volunteers, often doing the 
grunt work of phone banking, 
canvassing and pamphlet- 
to-pamphlet combat. But 
compared with four years 
ago, when President Barack 
Obama stormed to victory 
with the help of hordes of 
hope-and-change true 

believers, this year’s crop of 
young volunteers can seem 
more than a little world-weary. 
They have been buffeted by 
the bad economy, remain 
worried about their future and 
are working temporary jobs - 
in Cunningham’s case, at an 
Olive Garden. 


“I’m looking for a more steady 
job,” he said. 

In interviews, many college- 
age volunteers - giving up their 
free time, between studying, 
testing and survival jobs - often 
seem more driven by realism 
than idealism, leavened with 
their own family histories and 
the awkward contradictions of 
young adults trying to find their 
way. 

“A lot of young people got 


really fired upforthe president,” 
said Robert Sylvester, 19, an 
Upton, Mass., native and 
Republican volunteer who was 
proudly wearing a Red Sox shirt 
around Romney headquarters 
in Arlington, Va. l 'l remember 
on Inauguration Day I was just 
like, 'I didn’t want this guy to 
win but maybe he can do it. 
Maybe he can do what he 
promised. Maybe he can be 
this change.’ 

“And I think for a lot of people, 
it was really a huge letdown 
when he wasn’t able to 
deliver.” 

Kathryn Tinker, 20, is the 
president of the College 
Democrats at American 
University in Washington, which 


prides itself on being the most 
politically charged campus in 
America. And sure enough, she 
said she has become obsessed 
with politics since coming to 
Washington, despite spending 
most of her life overseas as the 
daughter of an international 
financier and a mother who is 
a government affairs specialist. 
She believes in Democratic 
policies, she says, because 
“my family wasn’t always in 


the 1 percent,” mentioning her 
father’s modest Massachusetts 
roots and her mother’s 
upbringing in a conservative 
Filipino household. 

“If you take the Republican 
Party, and take out all the 
religious language in there, 
there are good ideas,” she 
said. “But the Democratic 
Party is much more suited for 
the future.” 

A junior. Tinker has been active 
canvassing for the president, 
registering voters and phone 
banking. She identifies herself 
as just “centrist, but pulled left 
a bit.” 

But, she admits, she might have 
supported Jon R. Huntsman, 
the former governor of Utah, 


if his bid for the Republican 
presidential nomination had 
been successful. (And she’s the 
president of the Democratic 
club.) 

“It’s a constant identity crisis,” 
she said. 

Such dissonance is not totally 
unexpected: College is often 
a time to test drive belief 
systems and fiddle with flexible 
convictions. Add to that a 
race in which many social 


issues - traditionally important 
for young voters - have been 
largely on the back burner, 
and the resulting justifications 
for supporting a candidate 
can seem somewhat stitched 
together. 

Sylvester, a sophomore at 
Catholic University, said he 
had serious reasons for disliking 
Obama, but also traced his 
initial affection to Romney to 
his father, and a fishing show. 
Sylvester’s father, you see, 
was the onetime executive 
producer of “Charlie Moore 
Outdoors,” which features the 
wisecracking fisherman Charlie 
Moore (aka The Codfather). In 
one episode, Romney, then 
the governor of Massachusetts, 


played along as an avid angler 
and is seen canceling budget 
meetings to help Moore land 
a big one. And while the 
episode was not particularly 
presidential, Sylvester’s father 
was impressed. 

“He said he’s a great man, 
and really someone who is a 
leader,” Sylvester said. 

Thadius Main is led by his 
political convictions - which 
lead him to check “none of 
the above” this presidential 
campus coordinator at 
American for Students for 
Liberty, a libertarian-leaning 
organization. Main says he 
plans a silent, ballot-free 
protest on Election Day. 

“Not voting, in a sense, is 
voting,” said Main, who is from 
Lake Orion, Mich. “It’s taking a 
stance against the system as a 
whole.” 

A sophomore at American, 
Main is a self-described 
Buddhist and anarchist who 
favors an Indian kurta and a 
set of mala prayer beads. He 
plans to be a stockbroker at 
“one of the smaller boutique 
firms.” While he rejects big 
government, he does accept 
student loans. 

“Sometimes you have to use 
the system to fight the system,” 
he said. 

Political ardor can be felt in a 
quieter way, insists Zack Carroll, 
the campaign director for the 
District of Columbia Federation 
of College Democrats. 

He likened Obama’s second 
run to a rock band or a movie 
whose second album or sequel 
simply prove to people why 
they liked the original. 

“I don’t necessarily think 
Obama supporters are 
‘less enthusiastic’ about 
the president, I think 
their enthusiasm is more 
concentrated,” Carroll wrote 
in an email. 

“It’s less engrained in a vague 
message and more engrained 
in policy and values specifics.” 
But he admitted that Obama’s 
accomplishments - which 
he described as saving the 
economy from an even worse 
recession - may not be the 
sexiest issue to run on. The 
president’s record, he said, 
was a “very relevant, yet not- 
euphoric fact.”Q 



Republican vice presidential candidate. Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., speaks to campaign volunteers 
and supporters at a campaign office in Hudson, Wis., Tuesday, Oct. 30, 2012. In interviews, many 
college-age volunteers - giving up their free time, between studying, testing and survival jobs - 
often seem more driven by realism than idealism, leavened with their own family histories and the 
awkward contradictions of young adults trying to find their way. 

(AP Photo/Mary Altaffer) 
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Billionaires, shadow groups fuel pricey US vote 


JACK GILLUM 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Bil¬ 
lionaires, anonymous do¬ 
nors and shadowy outside 
groups tunneled enormous 
amounts of money into 
this year's U.S. elections, as 
the cost of the presidential 
campaign surged past $2 
billion and is expected to 
set a record. 

Despite grumbling among 
watchdog groups and even 
candidates themselves, no 
change is expected soon. 

A series of high-profile fed¬ 
eral court rulings resulted 
in the U.S. government's 
newly relaxed campaign- 
finance system. It allows for 
unlimited contributions from 
corporations, labor groups 
and others. 

The electoral finance 
changes unleashed televi¬ 
sion advertisements from 
nonprofit groups that con¬ 
cealed who paid for them, 
and stoked the proliferation 
of at least 773 super politi¬ 
cal action committees (su¬ 
per PACs.) 

Republican presidential 
nominee Mitt Romney ex¬ 
perienced both extremes 
from super PACs: Some at¬ 
tacked him mercilessly dur¬ 
ing the primary elections 
and others have supported 
Romney’s campaign by 
purchasing ads assailing 
President Barack Obama. 
The money race was as 
important as ever this elec¬ 
tion. Super PACs supporting 
Obama and Romney spent 
more than $500 million in 
ads, helping Romney espe¬ 
cially in battleground states 
that will be key to the out¬ 
come of the contest. 

Each presidential cam¬ 
paign raised more than 
$800 million, a staggering 
sum. Obama had shattered 
records four years ago 
when his fundraising appa¬ 
ratus pulled in $750 million. 
That amount raised by the 


presidential candidates is 
dwarfed by amounts be¬ 
ing spent collectively on 
congressional campaigns. 
“The general election 
story here will turn out to 
be the key role that su¬ 
per PACs have played in 
contested Senate races 
and some congressional 
races,” said Trevor Pot¬ 
ter, a former chair of the 
Federal Election Commis¬ 
sion and an advocate of 
campaign-finance reform. 
“The amount of money is 
massive.” 

Proponents of tougher 
limits on money in politics 
said they worry about the 
potential for corruption, 
but they aren’t optimis¬ 
tic about changes to the 
system. The Disclose Act 
in Congress, which would 
have forced campaigns to 
identify donors who gave 
more than $10,000, failed 
in the Senate. 

The relaxed spending rules 
aren’t upsetting everyone, 
including advocates who 
said unlimited contribu¬ 
tions amount to political 
speech protected by the 
First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution. Some 
said rules requiring cam¬ 
paigns to identify donors 
violate a person’s right to 
anonymous speech. 
Whatever the case, the 
new rules have effectively 
allowed some donors to re¬ 
main anonymous, such as 
in the case of a super PAC 
helping conservative can¬ 
didates. FreedomWorks for 
America reported more 
than $5.2 million in dona¬ 
tions during the first half of 
October — about 90 per¬ 
cent of the group’s fund¬ 
raising haul — from an ap¬ 
parent shell company in 
Knoxville, Tennessee. 

The money came from 
a company. Specialty 
Group Inc., established five 
days before it made its first 


contributions; that money 
has paid for more than 
$1.5 million in last-minute 
ad buys. A FreedomWorks 
spokeswoman declined to 


say whether its campaign 
finance report would be 
amended, saying the 
group doesn't comment 
on its donors. 

Yet FreedomWorks isn’t 
alone on its spending spree, 
particularly at the last min¬ 
ute as Election Day ap¬ 
proaches on Nov. 6. More 
than $1 billion has been 
spent this election cycle on 
independent expenditures 
from outside groups, and 
nearly $900 million is spent 
opposing candidates, ac¬ 
cording to figures compiled 
by the nonprofit group Sun¬ 
light Foundation. 

At the presidential level, 
both Obama and Romney 
have spent considerable 
time at fundraising events 
courting wealthy donors. 
Romney last month la¬ 
mented the time he spent 


on fundraising, rather than 
speaking to larger groups 
of voters. 

Obama and Romney have 
raised considerable mon¬ 


ey from small donors, too, 
especially the president's 
legion of more than 4 mil¬ 


lion donors. Still, individual 
donations of $20 or even 
$50 are dwarfed by money 
from Las Vegas casino mo¬ 
gul Sheldon Adelson — the 
top super PAC donor this 
year — who contributed 
more than $40 million to 
Republican super PACs, 
including those backing 
Romney and former can¬ 
didate and House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich. For Obama, 
high-profile figures like Hol¬ 
lywood producer Jeffrey 
Katzenberg have donated 
millions of dollars to super 
PACs supporting him. 
Federal rules require timely 
disclosure for super PACs, 
but determining who’s be¬ 
hind big donations isn't al¬ 
ways easy. In summer 2011, 
a fledgling company dis¬ 
solved shortly after making 
a $1 million contribution 
to a super PAC supporting 
Romney. Records showed 
that the company, estab¬ 
lished and closed over a 
four-month period, was 
formed by Ed Conard, a 
Romney supporter who 
once worked with the for¬ 
mer Massachusetts gov¬ 
ernor at the private equity 
firm Bain CapitalO 
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Voting stickers sit on a table for people voting with absentee bal¬ 
lots on site at the Miami-Dade County elections office in Miami. 
This presidential election is on track to cost nearly $2 billion. It’s 
a staggering tab, and those who kick in big money to cover it 
stand to gain outsized influence over policy decisions by who¬ 
ever wins. Your voice may not be heard as loudly as a result. 

(AP Photo/Lynne Sladky) 
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Demonstrators with flags and banners protest outside Downing 
Street, the British Prime Minister David Cameron’s London resi¬ 
dence, during the State visit of Indonesian President Dr Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono, Wednesday Oct. 31, 2012. Various hu¬ 
man rights groups are planning to mark the full state visit by the 
Indonesian President which is scheduled to last three days. 

(AP Photo/Max Nash) 


Protesters greet Indonesian 
president in visit to London 

LONDON (AP) — Indonesia’s president met Queen Eliza¬ 
beth II Wednesday during a visit to Britain that was marred 
by protesters accusing him of human rights abuses. 

Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and Indonesian first lady Ani 
Bambang Yudhoyono were welcomed by the queen and 
her husband. Prince Philip, in a ceremony at London's 
Horse Guards Parade. The two couples then took part in a 
state carriage procession to Buckingham Palace, where 
the visiting couple will stay during their three-day visit. 
About 50 demonstrators holding placards that read “Stop 
killing Papuans” protested the Indonesian leader's visit 
outside Prime Minister David Cameron's residence at 10 
Downing Street. They claim Yudhoyono has committed 
crimes of humanity against tribal people in West Papua. 
Rights groups including the New York-based Human Rights 
Watch have said that Indonesia’s military is responsible for 
some of the violence in the southeast Asian country's res¬ 
tive Papua province, home to a decades-long low-level 
guerrilla war. Yudhoyono has conceded that Indonesian 
security forces had overreacted at times, but said the at¬ 
tacks were “on a small scale with limited victims." 

Later Wednesday, two human rights activists tried to reach 
Yudhoyono’s car, but were stopped by police. Scotland 
Yard confirmed that they arrested one man for attempt¬ 
ing to disrupt the leader's visit. □ 


Israeli, French leaders push 
for tougher Iran sanctions 


SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanya¬ 
hu won pledges Wednes¬ 
day from France's presi¬ 
dent to push harder for 
new sanctions against Iran 
to keep it from developing 
nuclear weapons — but no 
sympathy for any possible 
Israeli military strike against 
Iran. 

In a visit to Paris, Netanyahu 
praised French pressure on 
Iran and called for “even 
tougher sanctions" than 
the ones currently in place. 
“The sanctions are taking a 
bite out of Iran’s economy 
... unfortunately they have 
not stopped the Iranian 
program,” he said. 

Israel has been an outspo¬ 
ken critic of Iran’s disputed 
nuclear program, repeat¬ 
edly saying that Tehran is 
well on the way to develop¬ 
ing an atomic bomb. Israel 
believes a nuclear-armed 
Iran would pose a threat 
to its very existence, citing 
Iranian leaders’ frequent 
calls for destruction of the 
Jewish state, Iran’s devel¬ 
opment of long-range mis¬ 
siles and Iranian support for 
Arab militant groups. 

“Given the history of the 
Jewish people, I would not 
sit by and write off a threat 
by those who say they are 
going to annihilate us," 
Netanyahu told reporters. 
He said Arab nations, too, 
would be “relieved” if Iran 
were militarily prevented 
from obtaining nuclear 
arms. 

Tehran has long insisted it 


is not developing atomic 
weapons. But French Presi¬ 
dent Francois Hollande said 
Wednesday that Iran has 
not proven that its nuclear 
program is aimed only at 
civilian use. 

Hollande has supported a 
push for tougher European 
Union sanctions on Iran, 
but he also wants to keep 
the door open to dialogue. 


and has opposed Netanya¬ 
hu's talk of possible military 
action. 

“It's a threat that cannot 
be accepted by France," 
Hollande said at Netan¬ 
yahu’s side, warning that a 
nuclear-armed Iran would 
be a danger to the region 
and the world. 

France, Hollande said, “is 
ready to vote for other 
sanctions, as many as nec¬ 


essary.” “We must make 
sure that through pressure, 
sanctions and later through 
negotiations, Iran renounc¬ 
es its intention to have ac¬ 
cess to nuclear weapons. 
I am working in that spirit,” 
he said. 

Israel has repeatedly threat¬ 
ened to attack Iran if it con¬ 
cludes that international 
sanctions and diplomacy 


are failing to halt the nucle¬ 
ar program. In a speech to 
the United Nations in Sep¬ 
tember, Netanyahu sug¬ 
gested that the world had 
until next summer at the lat¬ 
est to act or it would be too 
late to prevent the Iranians 
from making a bomb. 

In his comments Wednes¬ 
day, Netanyahu said he 
hopes the issue will be re¬ 
solved peacefully. Q 



French President Francois Hollande, right, gestures as he speaks 
during a joint news conference with Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu following their meeting at the Elysee Palace, Par¬ 
is, Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2012. Netanyahu won pledges Wednes¬ 
day from France's president to push harder for new sanctions 
against Iran to keep it from developing nuclear weapons — but 
no sympathy for any possible Israeli military strike against Iran. 
(AP Photo/Jacques Brinon) 
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Egypt’s Brotherhood: Shariah must be charter base 


MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s 
Muslim Brotherhood said 
Wednesday it is committed 
to enshrining Islamic Shariah 
law as the main source of 
a new constitution, seeking 
to mollify ultraconservative 
Islamists who accuse the 
group of not advocating 
strongly enough for Islamic 
rule. 

Islamic influence in Egypt’s 
governance is the most 
inflammatory issue follow¬ 
ing last year’s ousting of 
longtime President Hosni 
Mubarak. Islamists have 
swept elections since then, 
and the Brotherhood's Mo¬ 
hammed Morsi is the presi¬ 
dent — but the Brotherhood 
faces criticism from even 
more stringent Islamists as 
much as from liberals. 
Ultraconservatives known 
as Salafis have pushed for 


firm language in the new 
constitution to ensure im¬ 
plementation of Shariah, 
even calling for demon¬ 
strations on Friday. Top 
Salafi clerics threatened 
to rally voters against the 
constitution when it is put 
to a vote in a referendum 
before end of this year, 
if their demands are not 
met. 

Together, Salafis and the 
Brotherhood dominate 
the 100-member assembly 
writing the new constitu¬ 
tion. The controversy cen¬ 
ters on the phrasing of key 
articles that expand the 
role of Islamic Sharia laws. 
The previous constitution 
said “the principles of Sha¬ 
riah” are the basis of law 
in Egypt. Liberals favored 
such phrasing, which they 
say allows greater leeway, 
meaning legislation can 
meet the broad ideas of 


Islam. Salafis wanted that 
changed to “the rulings of 
Shariah,” implying Egypt’s 
laws would have to abide 
by the strict letter of what 
clerics say is meant in Is¬ 
lamic law. Liberals fear that 


could bring heavy restric¬ 
tions on many rights and 
would forge a new role for 
religious scholars similar to 
clerical rule in Iran. 

In its statement, the Muslim 
Brotherhood appeared to 


try to accommodate lib¬ 
erals’ demands by keep¬ 
ing the phrase “principles 
of Shariah," while adding 
an article explaining what 
that means: the principles 
would include “the juristic 
rules” of Shariah agreed 
upon by scholars and the 
“accepted sources” of the 
Quran's interpretation. 
Yousseri Hamad, spokes¬ 
man of Al-Nour party, the 
most popular political arm 
of the Salafi movement, 
commented on the phras¬ 
ing by saying, “this satisfies 
us and we agree on it.” 
Critics fear such wording 
could make it easier for 
hard-liners to challenge 
laws they feel don’t adhere 
to Shariah and empower 
legislators to pass laws that 
could impose heavy-hand¬ 
ed limits on freedoms of ex¬ 
pression, worship, faith and 
other civil liberties. □ 



Islamists who support the constituent assembly, chant “God is 
Great” following the High Administrative Court’s session in Cairo, 
Egypt. Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood said Wednesday it is com¬ 
mitted to enshrining Islamic Shariah law as the main source of 
a new constitution, seeking to mollify ultraconservative Islamists 
who accuse the group of not advocating strongly enough for 
Islamic rule. 

(AP Photo/Nasser Nasser) 
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Alleged Colombian trafficker caught in Argentina 


Police escort alleged Colombian drug lord Henry de Jesus Lo¬ 
pez, alias “Mi Sangre,” or “My Blood,” in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2012. Lopez, a former paramilitary wanted 
in Colombia and the U.S. on charges of organized crime, drug 
trafficking and terrorism, was arrested in suburban Buenos Aires, 
Tuesday. 

(AP Photo/Victor R. Caivano) 


Correa taxes bank profits to help poor 


ALMUDENA CALATRAVA 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Colombia’s most- 
wanted reputed drug traf¬ 
ficker was arrested outside 
a restaurant in suburban 
Buenos Aires after Colom¬ 
bian police spent months 
chasing him around South 
America. 

Carrying false passports 
from five countries and 
posing as a Venezuelan 
businessman, Henry de Je¬ 
sus Lopez, aka “Mi Sangre,” 
or “My Blood,” was finally 
captured Tuesday night. 
He is accused of shipping 
tons of cocaine to the Unit¬ 
ed States through Central 
America. 

Lopez and a bodyguard 
were arrested without a 
shot fired in the parking 
lot of “Feffuccine Mario," 
where he was expected to 
arrive for dinner in the Bue¬ 
nos Aires suburb of Pilar, 
police said Wednesday. 
Lopez, 41, ran the “Urabe- 
nos” gang based north¬ 
ern Colombia after rising 
through the ranks of right- 
wing paramilitary groups 
that doubled as drug traf¬ 
ficking operations, national 


GONZALO SOLANO 
Associated Press 
QUITO, Ecuador (AP) — 

President Rafael Correa 
has long used his bully pul¬ 
pit to bash bankers as prof¬ 
it-mongers who brought 
Ecuador and the rest of the 
world to the edge of finan¬ 
cial collapse. Now, he says 
he’ll give a bigger share of 
those profits to the coun¬ 


try’s poor. 

Less than four months be¬ 
fore presidential elections, 
Correa has announced 
the sort of bold measure 
that would delight anti- 
Wall Street protesters in the 
United States who blame 
unchecked financial-sector 
greed for the economic 
downturn. 

“Those who are earning too 
much will be giving more to 
the poorest of fhis country," 
the charismatic leftist said 
in a weekend address. “The 
time has arrived to redistrib¬ 
ute those profits." 

Under his plan, taxes would 
go up on bank holdings 
abroad and an excise tax 
on financial services would 
increase, with the proceeds 
used to increase lump-sum 
payments for single moth¬ 
ers, the elderly poor and 
other needy Ecuadoreans. 
Correa said the move 
would raise $200 million to 
$300 million a year, money 
that would not just help pay 
for the increased monthly 
subsidies but also would fi¬ 
nance “other wealth redis¬ 
tribution activities.” 

The increase was first sug¬ 
gested by the very man 
who is likely to be Correa's 
top challenger in February 
elections. Guillermo Lasso 
said that if he were elected, 
he would boost the month¬ 
ly aid payments that 1.2 mil¬ 
lion Ecuadoreans receive 
to $50 from fhe current $35. 
But Lasso, former director 
of Guayaquil Bank, did not 


police director Gen. Jose 
Roberto Leon said in Bo¬ 
gota. 

The group takes its name 
from the Gulf of Uraba on 
Colombia’s Caribbean 
coast, from which U.S. law 
enforcement officials say 
it shipped tons of cocaine 
northward. 

Argentine Security Secre¬ 
tary Sergio Berni called Lo¬ 
pez “extremely dangerous” 
and said he has been re¬ 
sponsible for “hundreds of 
deaths.” 

Colombian traffickers are 
increasingly being arrest¬ 
ed farther from home — in 
Venezuela, in Bolivia and 


intend to underwrite the in¬ 
crease by raising taxes on 
banks already heavily regu¬ 
lated by Correa, who has 
a doctorate in economics 
from the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. 

The proposal is virtually 
guaranteed to take ef¬ 


fect because Correa intro¬ 
duced it as an emergency 
measure, which automati¬ 
cally becomes law if Con¬ 
gress doesn't reject it within 
30 days. Correa's oppo¬ 
nents don't have enough 
votes to knock it down. 

“My duty is to the poor," 
Correa said Saturday in his 
weekly TV and radio show, 
which pre-empts all other 
programming. The self-de¬ 
scribed 21st-century social- 


now in Argentina — as Co¬ 
lombian authorities and 
dozens of DEA agents have 
systematically captured 
the country’s kingpins and 
begun working their way 
down the chains of com¬ 
mand of fhe remaining or¬ 
ganized crime rings. 
“Colombia now effectively 
has no more “capos” of re¬ 
gional or nafional reach,” 
said Oscar Naranjo, who re¬ 
fired as Colombia's nation¬ 
al police director in July. 
“He was one of fhe few left 
in Central and South Amer¬ 
ica at that level,” a U.S. law 
enforcement official said. 
“Now you have the second 
tier."Q 


ist, who says his politics are 
guided by the teachings 
of Christ, even went so far 
as fo call out well-known 
Ecuadoran banking fami¬ 
lies that would be hit, “the 
Pachanos, the Egas and 
the Lassos.” 

Lasso, said he’s pleased his 


idea of boosting monthly 
aid payments to the poor 
has been embraced. But 
along with the rest of the 
banking industry, he says 
Correa will be weighing 
it down with an unfair fax 
burden. "It's not fhe way to 
go, because it only creates 
more obstacles for entre¬ 
preneurs, for those who cre¬ 
ate jobs,” Lasso told report¬ 
ers after Correa announced 
the bill on Friday.Q 


Ecuador's President Rafael Correa speaks at a meeting with 
foreign correspondents in Quito, Ecuador. Correa has long used 
his bully pulpit to bash bankers as profit-mongers who brought 
Ecuador and the rest of the world to the edge of financial 
collapse. Now, he says he’ll give a bigger share of those profits 
to the country’s poor. 

(AP Photo/Dolores Ochoa) 
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Venezuela says government to pay for 

steel maker 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuela’s govern¬ 
ment will pay a fair price 
for an expropriated steel 
company taken over by 
the state, a government of¬ 
ficial said Wednesday. 
Industries Minister Ricardo 
Menendez defended the 
government’s actions af¬ 
ter the steel maker’s former 
owners complained that 
President Hugo Chavez’s 
government hasn't paid 
for Siderurgica del Turbio 
SA, orSidetur. 

Chavez ordered the expro¬ 
priation of the company's 
assets in 2010. It was Ven¬ 
ezuela’s largest privately 
owned steel producer. 

“It's normal that in the pro¬ 


cess of nationalization, 
control is taken of the op¬ 
erations, we agree subse¬ 
quently on the value of the 
companies and we begin 
to pay," Menendez said in 
remarks published by the 
website of the state news¬ 
paper Correo del Orinoco. 
Sidetur is one in a list of busi¬ 
nesses that Chavez’s so¬ 
cialist government has ex¬ 
propriated in recent years, 
also including cement, re¬ 
tail and food industry busi¬ 
nesses. 

Sidetur's board said in a 
statement published in the 
Venezuelan newspaper El 
Nacional on Tuesday that 
the government hasn’t 
paid any compensation. It 


called the takeover illegal 
and a violation of the con¬ 
stitution, saying the gov¬ 
ernment had occupied six 
plants and other facilities 
where scrap metal is col¬ 
lected, and had ordered 
the transfer of all funds in 
Sidetur's account to state- 
run Complejo Siderurgico 
Nacional SA.“The compa¬ 
ny will take actions provid¬ 
ed for under the national 
and international legal sys¬ 
tem in defense of its rights,” 
Sidetur's board of directors 
said. Sidetur’s parent com¬ 
pany Siderurgica Vene- 
zolana, or Sivensa, didn't 
respond on Wednesday to 
a phone call and an email 
seeking comment. Q 


Mexico: 

US legalization cuts cartel profits 



A caregiver picking out a marijuana bud for a patient at a mari¬ 
juana dispensary in Denver. A study released Wednesday by a 
respected Mexican think tank contends that proposals to legal¬ 
ize the recreational use of marijuana in Colorado, Oregon and 
Washington could cut Mexican drug cartels' earnings from traffic 
to the U.S. by as much as 30 percent. 

(AP Photo/Ed Andrieski) 


E. EDUARDO CASTILLO 
KRISTEN WYATT 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 

study released Wednesday 
by a respected Mexican 
think tank contends that 
proposals to legalize the 
recreational use of mari¬ 
juana in Colorado, Oregon 
and Washington could 
cut Mexican drug cartels’ 
earnings from traffic fo the 
U.S. by as much as 30 per¬ 
cent. 

Opponents questioned 
some of the study’s as¬ 
sumptions, saying the pro¬ 
posals could also offer new 
opporfunifies for cartels fo 
operate inside the U.S. and 
replace any profit lost to a 
drop in international smug¬ 
gling. 

The ballot measures to be 
decided on Nov. 6 would 
allow adults to possess 
small amounts of pot under 
a regimen of state regula¬ 
tion and taxation. 

Polls have shown tight 
races in Washington and 
Colorado, with Washing¬ 
ton’s measure appearing 
to have the best chance 
of passing. Oregon's mea¬ 
sure, which would impose 
the fewest regulations, 
does not appear likely to 
pass. 

The study by the Mexican 
Competitiveness Institute, 


“If Our Neighbors Legal¬ 
ize,” assumes that legal¬ 
ization in any state would 
allow growers there to pro¬ 
duce marijuana relatively 
cheaply and create an 
illicit flow to other states, 
where the drug could be 
made available at cheap¬ 
er prices and higher quality 
than Mexican marijuana 
smuggled across the inter¬ 
national border. 

The report, based on pre¬ 
vious studies by U.S. ex¬ 
perts including those at 
the RAND Corporation, as¬ 


sumes that Mexican cartels 
earn more than $6 billion a 
year from drug smuggling 
fo fhe U.S. 

It calculates the hypotheti¬ 
cal, post-legalization price 
of marijuana produced in 
Oregon, Washington and 
Colorado and sold within 
those states and smuggled 
to other states. 

It then assumes that pur¬ 
chasers around the U.S. will 
choose domestic marijua¬ 
na when it is sold cheaper 
than the current price of 
Mexican marijuana. □ 



Venezuela's President Hugo Chavez greets officials in Caracas, 
Venezuela. Venezuela’s government will pay a fair price for an 
expropriated steel company taken over by the state, a govern¬ 
ment official said Wednesday. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 
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^ I WORLD NEWS 



Quiet Afghan province sees a return of the Taliban 


GRAHAM BOWLEY 
© 2012 New York Times 
BAMIAN, Afghanistan 

The war has finally found 
Bamian, a remote corner of 
Afghanistan that for a de¬ 
cade had enjoyed near im¬ 
munity to Taliban violence. 
As the U.S. troop surge 
peaked over the past two 
years, Taliban insurgents 
began contesting parts of 
this central province, flow¬ 
ing in from more embattled 
areas of the country. And 
now, a series of deadly 
strikes in recent months 
has intimidated local resi¬ 
dents and served notice 
that roads are unsafe and 
government officials are 
targets. 

That it has happened in 
Bamian - known for its rug¬ 
ged beauty, nascent skiing 
industry and the ancient 
Buddha statues that once 
kept vigil here - has added 
to the sense that nowhere 
in Afghanistan can be con¬ 
sidered safe. And that, Af¬ 
ghan and Western analysts 
say, is a crucial part of the 
Taliban's strategy in com¬ 
ing here. 

“Bamian was the safest 
province in the country," 
said Mohammed Natiqi, a 
Kabul-based military ana¬ 
lyst. “The insurgents are try¬ 
ing to find a toehold there 
by destabilizing it to show 
their presence all over the 


country.” 

Despite years of interna¬ 
tional military efforts, the 
Taliban have continued 
to show that they can drift 
away from Western forc¬ 
es and carry out attacks 
elsewhere. And now that 
the surge is over, and the 
force of 68,000 U.S. troops 
is scheduled to withdraw 
by the end of 2014, the Tal¬ 
iban's resilience has raised 
stark fears about what will 
happen next. 


By contesting the roads 
into Bamian, the insurgents 
have added to the sense of 
encirclement of the Afghan 
capital, Kabul. These barren 
valleys and high passes are 


just a few hours from Kabul 
by car, but now the roads 
are nearly impassable for 
foreigners and dangerous 
for most Afghans. 

On the roads into Bamian, 
the Taliban now regularly 
descend from the hills at 
night in shows of strength, 
setting up their own check¬ 
points after local police of¬ 
ficers have left. They take 
those opportunities to rob, 
or kill, travelers, local offi¬ 
cials say. And they regularly 


carry out deadly incursions 
into Bamian itself, particu¬ 
larly in a section of its north¬ 
east. Such attacks, includ¬ 
ing the abduction and kill¬ 
ing of the provincial council 


chief last year on the main 
road to Kabul and the 
deaths of 14 coalition and 
Afghan soldiers over a few 
weeks this summer, are col¬ 
lectively the worst spasm 
of violence in the region’s 
rocky valleys since the Tal¬ 
iban's fall in 2001. 

Few suffered as much at 
the Taliban’s hands as the 
Hazara, the moderate 
Shiite ethnic minority that 
makes up most of the pop¬ 
ulation in Bamian province. 
They were massacred by 
the thousands during the 
civil war and the ensuing 
reign of the Taliban, who 
are mostly ethnic Pashtuns. 
Before their ouster, the Tal¬ 
iban also destroyed Bami- 
an’s most famous land¬ 
marks, two giant Buddhas 
that had gazed across the 
rough plains from their hon¬ 
eycomb sandstone hills for 
1,500 years. Their ruins stand 
as a reminder of the cycles 
of devastation that have 
swept this region. 

In the years since, the Haz¬ 
ara have established an 
island of relative stabil¬ 
ity behind Bamian’s high 
mountain borders. Fields 
of potatoes and wheat 
stretch across basins and 
adorn hillsides. And though 
the population as a whole is 
quite poor, education lev¬ 
els for girls are among the 
highest in the country. 


The provincial capital, a 
bazaar town of stalls and 
marketplaces where farm¬ 
ers sell watermelons and 
plums, and its surround¬ 
ing areas have remained 
mostly peaceful, officials 
say. But even here, the 
insurgents have sympa¬ 
thizers. And the people 
of Bamian worry that the 
violent tremors that have 
begun here point to more 
troubling times ahead. 
According to Mohammad 
Aziz Shafaq, head of Bami¬ 
an’s provincial council, 
fear has begun constricting 
both their livelihoods and 
lives. 

Ordinary people “can¬ 
not feel safe to go to their 
farms and do their work,” 
he said. “Businessmen do 
not feel safe sending sup¬ 
plies in and out of the prov¬ 
ince because they fear 
they will be confiscated by 
illegal armed men and in¬ 
surgents.” 

In July, gunmen killed an 
American engineer travel¬ 
ing on the Kabul-Bamian 
road. 

In September, five Hazaras 
were killed on another con¬ 
necting road through War- 
dak province. The main 
Hazara political leader has 
been targeted in attacks. 
And this month, a girls’ 
school was set on fire and 
the convoy of one of Presi¬ 
dent Hamid Karzai’s depu¬ 
ties was attacked. 

Residents in Bamian have 
held protests, gathering in 
front of the governor’s of¬ 
fice to demand action. As 
the noose tightens, even 
the police have sought 
help in traversing this newly 
dangerous landscape. 

“We have asked the cen¬ 
tral government to provide 
us with helicopters," said 
Ahmad Alia, a spokesman 
for the Bamian police chief. 
“Local government officials 
are not traveling by ground 
anymore, and they want 
to have helicopters so they 
can go to Kabul or other 
provinces.” 

Most of the insurgents seem 
to be moving in across 
Bamian’s eastern and 
northeastern borderlands 
from the neighboring prov¬ 
inces of Baghlan and Par- 
wan, especially Baghlan's 
Tala Wa Barfak district, of¬ 
ficials say. □ 


Afghan election date is set for 2014 


MATTHEW ROSENBERG 
© 2012 New York Times 
KABUL, Afghanistan - President Hamid 
Karzai took a step toward fulfilling his 
pledge to hold Afghanistan's presi¬ 
dential election on time, as officials 
said Tuesday that the vote had been 
officially set for April 5, 2014. 

If the date holds, it would avoid a re¬ 
peat of one of the first in a series of 
controversies to mar the last presi¬ 
dential election, originally set for May 
2009. 

That election was delayed until Au¬ 
gust, which pushed Karzai a few 
months past the official end of his 
constitutionally mandated five-year 
term. 

The vote itself was then plagued by 
massive fraud, much of it in Karzai's 
favor. Widespread violence also kept 
many voters away from the polls, es¬ 
pecially in southern and eastern Af¬ 
ghanistan, where the country’s larg¬ 
est ethnic group, the Pashtuns, domi¬ 
nate and the Taliban are strongest. 


The president, opposition leaders 
and the Afghan government’s for¬ 
eign backers have in recent months 
repeatedly said they hoped to avoid 
the same problems in 2014, though 
Western officials have expressed 
doubts about whether a truly clean 
and free election can be held given 
the level of violence in Afghanistan 
and the deep-rooted corruption with¬ 
in the government. 

The political opposition, in welcoming 
an announcement, pressed the gov¬ 
ernment to ensure a fraud-free vote. 
Specifying the date “is not enough,” 
said Sardar Muhammad Rahimi, a 
spokesman for the National Front of 
Afghanistan, an alliance of three ma¬ 
jor opposition political figures, each 
associated with one of Afghanistan's 
smaller ethnic groups. 

Among the opposition's top concerns 
is the passage of a new election law 
that would mandate two foreigners 
appointed by the United Nations sit 
on the country’s five-person Electoral 


Complaints Commission, which han¬ 
dles accusations of electoral fraud. 
Karzai has said foreigners are not 
needed and threatened to the veto 
the law, which has passed Parlia¬ 
ment’s lower house and is being con¬ 
sidered by the upper house. 

Another major concern among Af¬ 
ghans and the international commu¬ 
nity is that the election is to take place 
just as NATO's combat mission here is 
drawing to a close. 

Given the concerns over a sharp rise 
this year in cases where Afghan sol¬ 
diers and police have killed their co¬ 
alition counterparts, there is specula¬ 
tion among Western officials here that 
the pace of the coalition military with¬ 
drawal could be quickened over the 
next year. 

The latest apparent insider attack 
came on Tuesday when a man wear¬ 
ing an Afghan police uniform gunned 
down two British soldiers in the south¬ 
ern province of Helmand, Afghan 
and coalition officials said. □ 



A family rides on donkeys on a road near the town of Bamiyan, 
Afghanistan, 2012. A series of deadly strikes in recent months 
near the town has intimidated local residents and served notice 
that roads are unsafe and government officials are targets. 

(Mauricio Lima/The New York Times) 

















Only at Trop Casino: 


! Check out famous Monster Trucks and win 
tickets to see Return of the Monster Trucks! 


I 


I 


I 


I 



EAGLE BEACH - Today, Thursday, November 1st, Trop 
Casino will be hosting the famous monster trucks that are 
here on the island for the Return of the Monster Trucks 
event, organized by The Brute Racing. 

Everyone is invited to visit the Trop Casino parking lot this 
afternoon until this evening to get up close and personal 
with famous monster trucks including Bigfoot, The Avenger, 
Star Marshal and Brutus, as well as their drivers, who will be 
signing posters for fans. 

Trop Casino is also giving away 15 double passes to 
experience the sold-out Return of the Monster Trucks show 
on Saturday, November 3rd, at the Don Elias Mansur Sport 
Park. To win your tickets to the exciting event, try your luck 
inside Trop Casino by playing the slot machines or table 
games with yourTrop Advantage Card. For every 25 points 
that you accumulate, you’ll receive an electronic raffle 
ticket and automatically be entered to win your tickets to 
the monster truck show. Drawings will take place today, 
November 1st, at 8:00pm, 9:00pm and 10:00pm. Winners 
must be present at Trop Casino with a valid ID to claim 
their prize. 
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Louis Vuitton opens first Global Store for 
the Latin American Region in Sao Paulo! 


In November 1989, Louis 
Vuitton opened its first store 
in Brazil on Sao Paulo’s Rua 
Haddock Lobo. Since then 
Louis Vuitton has continued 
to strengthen its leadership 
in luxury in Brazil with two 
more stores in the city, as 


well as one in Rio de Janei¬ 
ro and one in Brasilia. 

In re-confirming the fash¬ 
ion house's investment 
and belief in Brazil, Louis 
Vuitton opened the amaz¬ 
ing Louis Vuitton Cidade 
Jardim global store on Oc¬ 
tober 24, 2012. The Cidade 
Jardim boutique is the first 
global store in Latin Amer¬ 
ica and is described as a 
journey through the entire 
Louis Vuitton universe. In¬ 


spired by the architectural 
concept of Louis Vuitton 
New Bond Street Maison 
- one of the House’s most 
sophisticated stores - Ci¬ 
dade Jardim Global Store 
invites customers to discov¬ 
er the Art of Travel by Louis 


Vuitton and the first Latin- 
American Travel Room and 
Haute Maroquinerie Salon. 
To mark the opening and 
to pay homage to Brazil¬ 
ian creativity, the store is 
hosting a global preview of 
the Maracatu, a cabinet 
de voyage designed by 
Fernando and Humberto 
Campana, part of the Louis 
Vuitton Objets Nomades, a 
series of travel-related col¬ 
laborations with contem¬ 
porary designers. The piece 
is inspired by the fringed 
hats worn at Maracatu cel¬ 
ebrations and only 12 are 
being produced. 

To celebrate the special 
occasion VIP guests were 
invited for a special dinner 
event at Casa Amarella, 
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the home of Nizan Guan¬ 
oes and Donata Meirelles. 
Hosts Yves Carcelle, CEO 
& President Louis Vuitton 
Malletier, Franpois Rosset, 
President Louis Vuitton Latin 
America & South Africa en¬ 


Gilberto Gil. 

In keeping with the Ma¬ 
racatu theme, natural 
chandeliers inspired by the 
Maracatu, tens of kilos of 
Brazilian gemstones and 
tropical vegetation set the 



tertained guests, including 
Elisa Sednaoui, Alex Del- 
lal, Derek Blasberg, Isaac 
Ferry, Astrid Munoz, Alexia 
Niedzielski, Jose & Mariana 
Auriemo, Ronaldo Nazario 


scene at Casa Amarella - 
a house lifted by national 
heritage - in a homage to 
Brazil. Louis Vuitton Aruba is 
excited about this amazing 
addition to the Louis Vuit- 



and Bia Antony, Sabrina 
Sato, Mariana Ximenes, 
Cleo Pires, Preta Gil, Isa- 
beli Fontana, Elisabeth von 
Thurn und Taxis, Tais Araujo, 
Marcus Buaiz and Wanessa 
Camargo. 

Brazilian singer Ivete San- 
galo performed in an inti¬ 
mate pocket show, singing 
a repertoire of love songs 
from Caetano Veloso and 


ton experience, enhanc¬ 
ing the luxury brand’s pres¬ 
ence in the South/Central 
America and Caribbean 
Region. 

The newest Louis Vuitton 
collections are now avail¬ 
able on Aruba at the ex¬ 
clusive Louis Vuitton bou¬ 
tique, located at Renais¬ 
sance Mall in downtown 
Oranjestad.Q 
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Located at South Beach Centre | Palm Beach 55, Aruba | Tel: 586 3888 | Fax: 586 8883 


During Global Appreciation Week: 


Renaissance Aruba Resort & Casino shows “Spirit to Serve”! 



ORANJESTAD - Renais¬ 
sance Aruba Resort & Casi¬ 
no recently held their com¬ 
munitarian event “Spirit to 
Serve" during the “Global 
Appreciation week”. It was 
‘Fundacion Guia Mi’ who 
benefited from this years’ 
event and received a help¬ 
ing hand from the resort 
and partners. 

Fundacion Guia Mi: The 
goal of Fundacion Guia Mi 
is to take care of minorities 
who are placed under su¬ 
pervision by judicial deci¬ 
sion. 

The foundation has custo¬ 
dy of minors and families. 
When a child is in danger, 
by neglect, abuse or sex¬ 
ual abuse, a social worker 
of Fundacion Guia Mi can 
be appointed as a fam¬ 
ily guardian by the judge. 
The social worker guides 



the child, his/her family 
and other people involved, 
where the goal is to solve 
the problems in the family 
and that in the near future 
the child can live with her/ 
his parents without guid¬ 
ance of Fundacion Guia 
Mi. The foundation guides 
approximately of 140 mi¬ 
nors, 34% of these minors 
live with their parents, 21% 
live with foster families and 
45% live in institutions like 
children homes. All the 
guided minors have an in¬ 
dividual plan, in which the 
guidance and goals are 
set. Another part of the 
foundation is Centro Famia 
di Criansa Arubano which 
is an organization for foster 
families where they prepare 
the families on their tasks, 
give courses and guide the 
foster parents. 




“Spirit to Serve” Event: 
During the ‘Spirit to Serve’ 
project Renaissance ex¬ 
ecutives got together with 
the Sales & Marketing team 
and painted/cleaned a 
house that is registered 
at Fundacion Guia Mi af¬ 
ter the Renaissance engi¬ 
neering department fixed 
some outdoor areas in 
order to ‘prep’ the house 
for the painting process. 
Renaissance Aruba Resort 
received generous contri¬ 
butions from the following 
companies: Eco Tech, who 
contributed with big con¬ 
tainers for all trash and a 
bobcat (heavy equipment) 
to help with the cleaning; 
Tropical Bottling, who con¬ 
tributed with refreshments 
and water; Starbucks, who 
also contributed by donat¬ 
ing their time and helped 
during the ‘Spirit to Serve’ 
project as well as with re¬ 
freshments, snacks and 
coffee; and last but not 
least, ATCO, who contrib¬ 
uted with construction ma¬ 
terials to fix some areas of 
the house. □ 
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At Aruba Divi Village: 



Loyal Visitors and Friends 



Recently the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure of honoring a 
group of friends, whom are 
loyal and friendly visitors of 
Aruba, at the Aruba Divi 


Village, as Ambassadors 
of Goodwill. The symbolic 
honorary title is presented 
in the name of the Minister 
of Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 


visit Aruba for 20-or-more 
consecutive years. 

The honorees were Wil¬ 
liam and Allison Bray from 
Staffordville, NY, and their 
dear friend Jacqueline Go¬ 


Honored by ATA 



odrich, from Fairhaven, MA. 
The group of friends are loy¬ 
al members of the Aruba 
Divi Village, and they love 
the Island very much be¬ 
cause of the friendly peo¬ 
ple, the climate, beaches, 
restaurants and the diver¬ 
sity of the island: Aruba 
feels like a second home 



and the people are like a 
family to them! The certifi¬ 
cate was presented by Er¬ 
nest Giel, representing the 
Aruba Tourism Authority, 
together with Gloria Defoe, 
Hilda Mills and Gerrit Griffith, 
GM at the Divi Village. 
CongratulationslQ 




Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Moffo at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!” 


MerryweoS'her hgs Q love 
and passion tor fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 


Mr Mil oMnH LlfHHS Mai-'na Gttup Blue Marlin BelcaMjTomnorr^p: 200 ? 


5pm, 

Caleb your awn dinner 

A charier includes: 
capiain. male, all fishing 
equipment, boil, sodas and 
bottled water. On a fi/ti day 
charier sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You con coll Herby directly 
al (297) 592 *&+£> or go la 
www.dfittwa cdanjba.com. 

Drill wood fiesta uront 


Ih'rs authentic Arubon sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic dOwnlOwn 
Oranjesiad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well os a 
deSciaus 4-course menu For 
just $25.95 

Charter deep sea fishing 
roles: 

$400-1/2 day 


$760- tun day 
Rotes per boot 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Arubon Seafood 
Restaurant; Kiipstraat 12. 

Downtown, Oru n esfaa 

Tek |297)5S3J515 

www.drifrwoodaruQO.COnv 

Opening hours: every dcry. 
from 5prrt lil lD:30pm. 

Sunday Closed. 


Q HAW JEST AD - The down¬ 
town marina l| home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charter!, 
the successful fishermen 
oF the established seafood 
restaurant Drlttwaad In 
Oronjeitaet. 


about fish, whal our local 
waters have to oFler, and 
what the words "fresh sea- 
lood 1 ' really mean. 

Whal Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
ihe some day. Herby loves 
10 share his fishing passion 
wilh (he many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yochi 
anct a 50 It. Twin Engine 
Posl yacht, appropriately 
called ta Drillwood I and It. 
is avertable lor charters on 
a daily basis from Sam ta 
12 rvpqn and from 1 pm Fg 


DriltwOgd owner Herby 














































Sam Querrey of the U.S. 
celebrates after defeating 
Novak Djokovic of Serbia 
at the Paris Tennis Masters 
tournament, Wednesday, 
Oct. 31,2012. 

Associated Press 


Querrey 
uspets 
Djokovic in 
Paris Masters 

JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
PARIS (AP) — Novak 
Djokovic strode 

purposefully onto the court 
wearing a Darth Vader 
mask on Halloween, and 
went on to dominate Sam 
Querrey in the first set. 

This time, though, it was 
Querrey who struck back. 
The American recovered 
to beat the heavily favored 
Djokovic 0-6, 7-6 (5), 6-4 
in the second round 
of the Paris Masters on 
Wednesday — handing the 
Serb his earliest tournament 
ext in more than two and a 
half years. 

Third-seeded Andy Murray 
easily advanced, beating 
Paul-Henri Mathieu of 
France 7-5, 6-3. 

The last time Djokovic lost 
in the second round was at 
the Miami Masters in March, 
2010, and he said after that 
match that wasn't feeling 
in top form after a long 
season. 


Continued on page 18 
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Williams sisters inspire local 
kids to set goals in Nigeria 



U.S Tennis star Venus Williams volleys a tennis ball as her 
mother Oracene Price looks on during a clinic session in Lagos, 
Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Wozniacki into 
Tournament of 
Champions 
semifinals 

SOFIA, Bulgaria (AP) 

— Caroline Wozniacki 
defeated Roberta Vinci of 
Italy 6-3, 6-1 Wednesday to 
advance to the semifinals 
of the Tournament of 
Champions. 

It was the second win for 
the top-seeded Dane in the 
group-stage format after 
her victory over Hsieh Su- 
Wei of Taiwan on Tuesday. 
“I played solid and served 
very well. I am pleased 
with my performance,” 
Wozniacki said. 

Russian duo Nadia Petrova 
and Maria Kirilenko earned 
straight-set victories in their 
first group matches. 

The second-seeded 

Petrova defeated No. 6 
Zheng Jie 6-3, 6-3, handing 
her Chinese opponent a 
second loss in two days 
which will likely leave 
her without a chance of 
reaching the semifinals.Q 


JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — On 

their first visit to Nigeria, Ser¬ 
ena and Venus Williams 
were ready to inspire local 
kids to set their goals high. 
“We were really able to 
break the mold and win 
a lot of Grand Slams and 
a lot of tournaments and 
not only that, but kind of 
change the face of tennis,” 
Serena said Wednesday. 

“We were able to break 
the mold in a sport that was 
really dominated by white 
people and to have a face 
of color that could come 
in and do the same and 
dominate, (it lets) people 
know that it doesn’t matter 
what your background is 
and where you come from. 
If you have dreams, if you 
have goals, that’s all that 
really matters.” 

The sisters, accompanied 
by their mother Oracene 


Price, are in Nigeria’s larg¬ 
est city for the week as part 
of a promotional tour cul¬ 
minating with an exhibition 
match between them on 
Friday. 

After a news conference in 
which a journalist suggest¬ 
ed they actually came from 
Nigeria, the sisters swatted 


tennis balls with local chil¬ 
dren at an exclusive private 
club on Ikoyi Island, home 
to diplomats and many of 
the nation’s wealthy. 

If they have their way, the 
sisters will be hitting tennis 
balls for at least another 
four years, all the way to 
the 2016 Rio Olympics.Q 


Softball 
federation 
OKs merger 
with baseball 

HOUSTON (AP) — The Inter¬ 
national Softball Federa¬ 
tion has approved a reso¬ 
lution to merge with base¬ 
ball’s governing body as 
part of a combined bid for 
the sports to return to the 
Olympics in 2020. 

The ISF announced Tues¬ 
day that the resolution to 
create a confederation 
with the International Base¬ 
ball Federation passed with 
71 percent of the vote dur¬ 
ing a special congress in 
Houston. 

Both sports were voted off 
the Olympic program in 
2005 and made their final 
appearance at the 2008 
Beijing Games. 

They are competing 
against karate, roller sports, 
squash, sport climbing, 
wakeboard and wushu for 
one opening in the 2020 
Games. □ 



Novak Djokovic of Serbia, wearing a Darth Vader mask, waves 
as he arrives on court for his match against Sam Querrey of the 
U.S. at the Paris Tennis Masters tournament, Wednesday, Oct. 31, 
2012. 

Associated Press 


Paris Masters 

Continued from Page 17 


“I knew that the main prob¬ 
lem today (would) be the 
continuity of my energy,” 
Djokovic said. “The play¬ 
ers have played so many 
matches and obviously 
struggling to be fresh, but 
you're trying to find that 
last drop of strength, men¬ 
tal and physical.” 

The Serb, known as a 
crowd-pleaser and a show¬ 
man, did not disappoint the 
fans on Halloween, making 
a theatrical entrance and 
then putting on a show by 
winning the first set in just 21 
minutes. 

“It was a little embarrass¬ 
ing,” Querrey said. “But 
then I got rolling and got 
more confidence and 
started serving better and 
being a little more aggres¬ 
sive.” Djokovic then started 
to waver under the relent¬ 
less accuracy of Querrey’s 
serve, and made too many 
unforced errors the rest of 
the way. 

Querrey hit 18 aces and 
converted his second 
match point when Djokov- 
ic's return sailed long. 


Djokovic had already se¬ 
cured the year-end No. 1 
ranking after defending 
champion Roger Federer 
pulled out. 

After sealing the first set 
with some extravagant 
shot-making, everything 
had pointed to a comfort¬ 
able win for Djokovic after 
he broke for a 2-0 lead in 
the second set. But Quer¬ 
rey found his range, hit¬ 
ting 10 aces during the set. 
Djokovic played too many 
loose shots in the tiebreak 


and Querrey leveled the 
match on his first set-point 
when Djokovic's fore¬ 
hand clipped the net and 
bounced wide. 

“I was concerned about 
how long I can keep that 
level, since physically I'm 
not feeling very good in last 
couple of days,” Djokovic 
said. “When you’re playing 
somebody that hits, that 
serves that well in the cor¬ 
ners, there is nothing you 
can do.” 

The match turned in Quer¬ 


rey’s favor in the fifth game 
of the deciding set, when 
he broke for a 3-2 lead with 
a stinging forehand winner, 
and held for 4-2 after an¬ 
other sloppy forehand from 
Djokovic landed in the net. 
Djokovic battled back and 
had a great chance to 
level at 4-4, but Querrey 
saved five break points in 
the eighth game, three of 
them aces. 

I felt like I made a first serve 
there every time,” Querrey 
said. “I could see he was 
struggling a little bit, miss¬ 
ing some shots he probably 
wouldn't normally miss. “ 
Querrey will play 14th-seed- 
ed Milos Raonic of Cana¬ 
da, who hit 26 aces in a 6-7 
(4), 7-6 (4), 6-3 win against 
Jeremy Chardy of France. 
Murray, fourth-seeded Da¬ 
vid Ferrer of Spain and No. 
7 Jean Martin del Potro of 
Argentina won their match¬ 
es comfortably. 

Murray saved two break 
points before clinching 
the first set when Mathieu 
returned his looping sec¬ 
ond serve into the net. The 
Briton sealed the win on a 
double-fault from Mathieu. 
He next plays Jerzy Janow- 
icz of Poland. 


“I played him in Davis Cup 
a few years ago. He’s a 
huge guy, big serve. He’s 
having his best year on the 
tour,” Murray said. “It will be 
a tough match. I mean on 
courts like this, if he serves 
big he’s going to be a 
tough guy to break." 

Del Potro served six aces 
and broke Falla three times 
in each set to win 6-2, 6-2. 
He next faces Michael Llo- 
dra of France. 

Ferrer beat Marcel Granol- 
lers 6-1,6-3 in an all-Spanish 
match. Ferrer, who is tied 
with Roger Federer for the 
most tour titles this year 
with six tournament wins, 
faces 16th-seeded Stanislas 
Wawrinka of Switzerland in 
the third round. 

In other second-round 
play, eighth-seeded Janko 
Tipsarevic of Serbia also 
advanced, beating Dutch¬ 
man Igor Sijsling 6-4, 7-6 
(0), and keeping alive his 
slim chances of qualifying 
for the season-ending ATP 
World Tour Finals in London. 
Ninth-seeded Juan Mo¬ 
naco of Argentina beat 
Bulgarian Grigor Dimitrov 
7-6 (4), 6-2 and still has an 
outside chance of reach¬ 
ing London. □ 
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New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, center, gives a 
thumbs up after ringing in the opening bell at the New York 
Stock Exchange in New York, Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2012. 

Associated Press 


NYC Marathon will go 
on after storm, mayor says 


RACHEL COHEN 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The New 

York City Marathon — the 
world’s largest — is a go for 
Sunday, and the 26-mile 
route will have the super¬ 
storm's disaster for a back¬ 
drop. 

The event that attracts 
more than 40,000 runners, 
including many from over¬ 
seas, had been a question 
mark after Monday’s mas¬ 
sive storm. 

“I think some people said 
you shouldn't run the 
marathon,” Mayor Mi¬ 
chael Bloomberg said at 
a news briefing Wednes¬ 
day. “There’s an awful lot 
of small businesses that de¬ 
pend on these people. We 
have to have an economy. 
There’s lots of people that 
have come here. 

It's a great event for New 
York, and I think for those 
who were lost, you've got 
to believe they would want 
us to have an economy 
and have a city go on for 
those that they left be¬ 
hind.” 

The marathon brings an es¬ 
timated $340 million in eco¬ 
nomic impact to the city. 
New York Road Runners 
President Mary Wittenberg 
compared this year's race 
to the 2001 marathon, held 


seven weeks after the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks, as a 
way to inspire residents and 
show the world the city’s 
resilience. 

Wittenberg expects the 
field will be smaller than the 
47,500 who ran last year 
because some entrants 
can’t make it to New York, 
but she said organizers had 
received no more cancel¬ 
lations than normal. 

Race organizers were still 
trying to assess how the 
widespread damage 
might affect plans, includ¬ 
ing getting runners into the 
city and transporting them 
to the start line on hard-hit 
Staten Island. Easing their 
worries a bit was news that 
14 of the city's 23 subway 
lines were expected to 
be operating by Thursday 
morning — though none 
below 34th Street, an area 
that includes the city's fi¬ 
nancial district and many 
tourist sites. 

The marathon, however, 
doesn't run through there. 
Runners like Josh Maio felt 
torn about whether the 
race should go on. 

“It pulls resources and fo¬ 
cus away from people in 
need,” said Maio, who 
dropped out due to an in¬ 
jury but is coaching about 
75 runners. □ 


Heat get rings, then win 
over Celtics, 120-107 



From left, Miami Heat’s Dwyane Wade, left, Chris Bosh and LeBron James pose with their 2012 NBA 
Finals championship rings during a ceremony before a basketball game against the Boston Celt¬ 
ics, Tuesday, Oct. 30, 2012, in Miami. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — LeBron 
James scored 26 points and 
grabbed 10 rebounds while 
missing much of the second 
half with leg cramps as the 
NBA champion Miami Heat 
beat the Boston Celtics 
120-107 on Tuesday night in 
the season opener for both 
teams. 

Dwyane Wade scored 29 
points and Ray Allen, in his 
first game with Miami since 
leaving Boston over the 
summer, and Chris Bosh 
each added 19 points for 
the Heat. Miami handed 
out its championship rings 
and raised the banner 
commemorating last sea¬ 
son in a pregame ceremo¬ 
ny replete with an indoor 
fireworks show. 

Paul Pierce scored 23 
points, Rajon Rondo fin¬ 
ished with 20 points and 13 
assists, and Leandro Barbo¬ 
sa scored 16 for Boston. 
Dallas 99, L.A. Lakers 91 


Darren Collison scored 17 
points and Brandan Wright 
added 14 as Dallas spoiled 
the Lakers debuts of Dwight 
Howard and Steve Nash. 
O.J. Mayo had 12 points as 
the revamped Mavericks 
pulled off a stunner in their 
opener, comfortably beat¬ 
ing the star-studded Lakers 
without any help from in¬ 
jured Dirk Nowitzki. 

Kobe Bryant scored 22 
points while playing on an 
injured right foot, but the 
Lakers opened a season 
of enormous expectations 
with a dud of a perfor¬ 
mance. 

Howard had 19 points and 

10 rebounds while missing 

11 of his 14 free throws be¬ 
fore fouling out with 2:02 to 
play. Nash managed just 
seven points and four assists 
with seemingly little to do in 
the Lakers' new offensive 
scheme. 

Pau Gasol had 23 points 


and 13 rebounds for the 
Lakers. 

Cleveland 94, Washington 
84 

At Cleveland, Kyrie Irving 
scored 29 points and An¬ 
derson Varejao had a ca¬ 
reer-high 23 rebounds for 
the Cavaliers. 

Rookie Dion Waiters added 
17 points for the Cavs, who 
led by 16 in the third quar¬ 
ter but needed big plays 
from Irving and Varejao in 
the final minutes to hold off 
the Wizards. Varejao had a 
career-high nine assists, two 
setting up dunks by Tristan 
Thompson in the last two 
minutes. 

Jordan Crawford scored 11 
points to lead the Wizards, 
who were without star point 
guard John Wall, power 
forward Nene and forward 
Kevin Seraphin. Wall is ex¬ 
pected to be out until late 
November with a knee 
injury .□ 
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3 O’s win Gold Gloves; 9 Ist-timers, not Trout 


BEN WALKER 
AP Baseball Writer 

Pittsburgh center fielder 
and San Diego third base- 
man Chase Headley are 
among nine players who 
have won Gold Gloves for 
the first time. 

The awards for fielding ex¬ 
cellence were presented 
Tuesday night by Rawlings. 
Baltimore shortstop J.J. Har¬ 
dy also was in the first-time 
group. 

The Orioles were the only 
team with three winners, 
with center fielder Adam 
Jones and catcher Matt 
Wieters also being picked 
by major league managers 
and coaches. 

“It means a lot to me,” 
Hardy said. “It’s definitely 
an award I always hoped 
to get and never really 
expected to get. I’m sur¬ 
prised and honored at the 
same time." 

St. Louis catcher Yadier Mo¬ 
lina and Yankees first base¬ 



In this April 6, 2012, file photo, Baltimore Orioles shortstop J.J. Hardy fields a ball during a base¬ 
ball game against the Minnesota Twins in Baltimore. Hardy won a Gold Glove Tuesday, Oct. 30, 
putting him among a group of nine players honored for the first time for their fielding excellence. 

Associated Press 


man Mark Teixeira each 
won for the fifth time. 
Angels center fielder Mike 
Trout didn’t get chosen de¬ 
spite a season full of sen¬ 
sational catches. The San 
Francisco Giants were shut 


out after playing great de¬ 
fense to win the World Se¬ 
ries. 

Pittsburgh center fielder 
Andrew McCutchen and 
Oakland right fielder Josh 
Reddick also were first-time 


English town to burn 
Armstrong in effigy 


LONDON (AP) — His career 
is in ruins and now an ef¬ 
figy of Lance Armstrong is 
about to go up in smoke. 
The disgraced American 
cyclist has been chosen as 
the latest celebrity to be 
burned in effigy during an 
English town's nationally 
famous Bonfire Night cel¬ 
ebrations. 

Edenbridge in southeast 
England has built a 30-foot 
(9-meter) model of Arm¬ 
strong, who was stripped 
recently of his seven Tour 
de France titles for doping 
offenses. The effigy, to be 
burnt Saturday, sports a 
sign saying “For sale, racing 
bike, no longer required.” 
Towns across Britain light 
bonfires and set off fire¬ 
works on Nov. 5 to com¬ 
memorate Guy Fawkes’ 
failed plot in 1605 to blow 
up Parliament. 

The bonfires are tradition¬ 
ally topped with an effigy 
of Fawkes but have been 
decorated with contem¬ 



porary figures over recent 
years. 

Previous Edenbridge effi¬ 


gies include comedian Rus¬ 
sell Brand and soccer star 
Wayne RooneyO 


selections. 

“I'm just happy I can pull it 
out for them and get the 
A’s name even more out 
there,” Reddick said. “It's 
a huge honor, I’m always 
taking pride in both sides of 
my game and trying to be 
a complete player. 

You never know what one 
play, whether the first or the 
ninth inning, is going to win 
a ballgame. That's what 
my mother and father 
taught me.” 

These were the first major 


MVPs, Cy Youngs and oth¬ 
ers will come in mid-No¬ 
vember. Gold Gloves al¬ 
ways seem to raise a ruck¬ 
us, with many claiming the 
prizes — actual gloves col¬ 
ored gold — don’t define 
the most deserving fielders. 
Hardy led the AL in field¬ 
ing percentage, making 
only six errors in 158 games. 
Others relying on more ad¬ 
vanced metrics and insist 
Seattle's Brendan Ryan 
was the best shortstop — 
then again, even though 
awards are strictly for field¬ 
ing, players who don’t pro¬ 
duce at the plate often 
get bypassed, and Ryan hit 
a weak .194. Hardy hit 22 
home runs. 

“It’s definitely an award I’ve 
seen a lot of shortstops get 
that are really flashy and 
kind of catch the eye of a 
lot of people,” Hardy said. 
“I don’t look at myself that 
way. I kind of look at myself 
as just trying to be consis¬ 
tent and steady. I never felt 
like people noticed.” 
Wieters, meanwhile, was 
chosen despite leading 
AL catchers with 10 errors. 
He was recognized for the 
many things he does well 
— he threw out 39 percent 
of would-be base stealers 


awards presented dur- an d rarely let pitches get 
ing the offseason, and the past him.Q 

Phil Mickelson calls Ryder 
Cup defeat ‘low’ of career 


JUSTIN BERGMAN 
Associated Press 
SHENZHEN, China (AP) 

— Phil Mickelson has spent 
the past month trying to 
get over the Americans’ 
shocking defeat in the Ry¬ 
der Cup, which he calls 
“one of the biggest lows of 
my career." 

Playing for the first time 
since the Ryder Cup in the 
HSBC Champions start¬ 
ing on Thursday at Mission 
Hills,Mickelson says it will 
likely take him far longer to 
forget what happened in 
Medinah. 

“I think the first two weeks 
following the Ryder Cup 
was a really tough low, one 
of the biggest lows of my 
career," he says. “It was 
one of the biggest disap¬ 


pointments that I’ve had to 
deal with. 

“That disappointment will 
last a lot longer than a 
month. I still feel disappoint¬ 
ment from it. I still feel that 
over the next two years, 
we’ll still have the same dis¬ 
appointment from not win¬ 
ning this year’s Ryder Cup.” 
Mickelson lost to Justin 
Rose in the turning point of 
the competition on the last 
day, as the U.S. blew a six- 
point lead and lost by one. 
Tired of Europe’s ongoing 
celebrating, Keegan Brad¬ 
ley, whose exceptional 
play in the Ryder Cup was 
the one bright spot for the 
Americans, thinks a victory 
for one of his countrymen 
this weekend would be a 
big morale boost. Q 
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San Francisco goes orange, black for Giants parade 


By JASON DEAREN 
PAUL ELIAS 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 

Orange-and-black 
clad hordes flooded the 
streets of San Francisco on 
Wednesday for a ticker- 
tape parade celebrating 
the World Series champion 
Giants - a Halloween treat 
made even sweeter as a 
repeat performance from 
2010. 

Tens of thousands of people 
decked out in the team's 
holiday-appropriate col¬ 
ors stood 30 deep behind 
barriers, climbed trees and 
mounted rooftops along 
the city’s main commercial 
street to watch their favor¬ 
ite players wave from indi¬ 
vidual convertibles. 
Standing next to a gold 
Rolls Royce that served as 
his ride. Giants manager 
Bruce Bochy credited the 
fans with helping lift San 
Francisco to its second 
World Series victory in three 
years, an improbable dou¬ 
ble play for a team that 
had not won a World Series 
title since 1954. 

"The support they gave us 
was unwavering," said Bo¬ 
chy, who hoisted the World 
Series trophy during the 
procession but had to walk 
the last few blocks when 
the Rolls broke down. 

"Even when we were six to 
seven games back, they 
kept filling the park," he 
said. 

"They never gave up on 
us. They are like part of the 
club." 

As with the 2010 parade, 
this year's edition drew a 
cross-section of the region's 
diversity, from children who 
were allowed to skip school 
to older couples who had 
been Giants fans since the 
team arrived in San Francis¬ 
co from New York in 1958. 
Clouds of black, orange 
and white confetti were 


shot from cannons posi¬ 
tioned on roofs along the 
canyon-like, skyscraper- 
lined street. 

It showered spectators 
and parade participants, 
who included legendary 
Giants alumni Willie Mays, 


out of his convertible and 
mingled. 

"It’s unbelievable! Unbe¬ 
lievable! Just great!” said 
fired-up right fielder Hunter 
Pence, who was acquired 
in a midseason deal and 
led pregame pep talks. 


and celebrate like this. You 
meet a whole new family, 
make new friends, and it re¬ 


ally lets the community cel¬ 
ebrate in a positive way,” 
he saidO 




San Francisco Giants Pablo Sandoval holds the MVP trophy as 
kids wait for his autograph before the start of the victory parade 
in San Francisco, Wednesday, Oct. 31,2012. The Halloween Day 
World Series victory parade is perfectly suited for the hundreds 
of thousands of orange-and-black-cladGiants fans expected 
to flood into the city. The team’s second championship in three 
years will head down Market Street Wednesday afternoon and 
end with a celebration in front of City Hall. 

Associated Press 
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Willie McCovey and Juan 
Marichal and politicians 
such as House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi. 

The unifying energy of the 
Giants’ latest victory was 
evident as San Francisco 
49ers quarterback Alex 
Smith drove the car car¬ 
rying Giants pitcher Matt 
Cain and his family, while 
49ers coach Jim Harbaugh 
did the honors for Giant 
Brandon Belt. 

The convertibles gave fans 
good views along the pa¬ 
rade route that began at 
the foot of Market Street 
near San Francisco Bay 
and covered about 1 1/2 
miles to Civic Center Plaza, 
the scene of a rally. 

Star reliever Sergio Romo, 
wearing a T-shirt that 
read, "I just look illegal,” 
whipped the roaring crowd 
into a frenzy when he got 


With the victory parade 
coinciding with Halloween, 
costumed masses brought 
an even more festive feel 
to what city officials hoped 
would be a family friendly, 
alcohol-free event. 

Many fans carried brooms 
as a reminder of the Gi¬ 
ants’ four-game sweep of 
the Detroit Tigers. 

Others crowded cap-to- 
glove on the sidewalks 
strained to catch handfuls 
of candy thrown from pa¬ 
rade floats. 

Richmond resident Kevin 
Yarbrough wore a giant 
white panda costume in 
tribute to Giants slugger 
Pablo Sandoval, whose 
nickname is the "Panda." 
Yarbough got up early and 
put in time at work before 
reaching the parade route 
around 7:30 a.m. 
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‘Bionic leg’ to be used in Chicago skyscraper climb 


CARLA K. JOHNSON 
AP Medical Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — Zac 

Vawter considers himself 
a test pilot. After losing his 
right leg in a motorcycle 
accident, the 31-year-old 
software engineer signed 
up to become a research 
subject, helping to test a 
trailblazing prosthetic leg 
that’s controlled by his 
thoughts. 

He will put this ground¬ 
breaking bionic leg to the 
ultimate test Sunday when 
he attempts to climb 103 
flights of stairs to the top of 
Chicago's Willis Tower, one 
of the world’s tallest sky¬ 
scrapers. 

If all goes well, he'll make 
history with the bionic leg’s 
public debut. His whirring, 
robotic leg will respond to 
electrical impulses from 
muscles in his hamstring. 
Vawter will think, “Climb 
stairs,” and the motors, belts 
and chains in his leg will syn¬ 
chronize the movements of 
its ankle and knee. Vawter 
hopes to make it to the top 


in an hour, longer than it 
would’ve taken before his 
amputation, less time than 
it would take with his nor¬ 
mal prosthetic leg — or, as 


be cheering him on and 
noting the smart leg's per¬ 
formance. When Vawter 
goes home to Yelm, Wash¬ 
ington, where he lives with 


stay behind in Chicago. 
Researchers will continue 
to refine its steering. Taking 
it to the market is still years 
away. 



Zac Vawter, fitted with an experimental “bionic” leg, is silhouetted on the Ledge at the Willis Tower 
in Chicago. Vawter is training for the world’s tallest stair-climbing event where he’ll attempt to 
climb 103 flights to the top of the Willis Tower using the new prosthesis. 

(Associated Press) 

he calls it, his “dumb” leg. his wife and two children, “Somewhere down the 

A team of researchers will the experimental leg will road, it will benefit me and 


Officials debate scrapping malaria program 


MARIA CHENG 
AP Medical Writer 
LONDON (AP) — The fu¬ 
ture of a pricey malaria 
program meant to pro¬ 
vide cheap drugs for poor 
patients may be in jeop¬ 
ardy after health officials 
clashed over its effective¬ 
ness in two new reports. 

In 2010, the Affordable 
Medicines Facility for ma¬ 
laria was started by groups 
including United Nations 
agencies and the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria. It 
was a pilot project to subsi¬ 
dize artemesinin combina¬ 
tion drugs, the most effec¬ 
tive malaria treatment. 

The initiative cost more than 
$460 million, mostly funded 
by the Global Fund, UNI- 
TAID, and the Canadian 
and British governments. It 
was tested in eight coun¬ 
tries: Cambodia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Madagascar, Ni¬ 
ger, Nigeria, Tanzania and 
Uganda. Most of the drugs 
bought were sold in the pri¬ 
vate sector, where there 


are few controls on who 
gets them. 

Last week, a report by Ox- 
fam, an international char¬ 
ity, labeled the program a 
failure and said there was 
no proof it had saved lives 
because officials didn’t 
track who received the 
drugs. 

“It's time for this to be 
scrapped," said Mohga 
Kamal-Yanni, the paper’s 
author. 

“If you subsidize drugs and 
make them cheap, then 
clearly the supply will in¬ 
crease. But we have no 
idea whether the drugs are 
getting to the right peo¬ 
ple.” 

According to the World 
Health Organization, “im¬ 
proving the rational use of 
(malaria drugs) was not a 
specific strategic objec¬ 
tive” of the program. In 
a statement, the agency 
said there was limited infor¬ 
mation about how many 
children under five — those 
most susceptible to malaria 
— received the subsidized 


drugs. 

“No information has been 
made available on the 
use of these medicines by 


the poorest communities,” 
WHO said. 

But in another paper pub¬ 
lished Wednesday in the 
journal Lancet, experts in¬ 
sisted the program was “an 
effective mechanism” to 
lower the price of preferred 
malaria drugs and make 


them widely available. 

That study didn't include 
Cambodia and found that 
everywhere except for 


Niger and Madagascar, 
there was a bigger supply 
of the medicines. Research¬ 
ers didn't measure whether 
that lowered the number 
of malaria cases. The study 
was paid for by the Global 
Fund and the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation. □ 


A merchant speaks with a woman holding her ill child at a 
pharmacy in Pailin, Cambodia. 

(Associated Press) 



I hope it will benefit a lot of 
other people as well,” Vaw¬ 
ter said about the research 
at the Rehabilitation Insti¬ 
tute of Chicago. 

Bionic — or thought-con- 
trolled — prosthetic arms 
have been available for 
a few years, thanks to pio¬ 
neering work done at the 
Rehabilitation Institute. 
With leg amputees out¬ 
numbering people who’ve 
lost arms and hands, the 
Chicago researchers are 
focusing more on lower 
limbs. Safety is important. If 
a bionic hand fails, a per¬ 
son drops a glass of water. 
If a bionic leg fails, a person 
falls down stairs. 

The Willis Tower climb will 
be the bionic leg’s first test 
in the public eye, said lead 
researcher Levi Hargrove 
of the institute’s Center for 
Bionic Medicine. The climb, 
called “SkyRise Chicago,” is 
a fundraiser for the institute 
with about 2,700 people 
climbing. This is the first time 
the climb has played a role 
in the facility’s research. 

To prepare, Vawter and the 
scientists have spent hours 
adjusting the leg’s move¬ 
ments. On one recent day, 

II electrodes placed on 
the skin of Vawter's thigh 
fed data to the bionic leg's 
microcomputer. The re¬ 
searchers turned over the 
“steering" to Vawter. 

He kicked a soccer ball, 
walked around the room 
and climbed stairs. The re¬ 
searchers beamed. 

Vawter likes the bionic leg. 
Compared to his regular 
prosthetic, it's more re¬ 
sponsive and more fluid. 
As an engineer, he enjoys 
learning how the leg works. 
It started with surgery in 
2009. When Vawter's leg 
was amputated, a surgeon 
repositioned the residual 
spaghetti-like nerves that 
normally would carry sig¬ 
nals to the lower leg and 
sewed them to new spots 
on his hamstring. That 
would allow Vawter one 
day to be able to use a 
bionic leg, even though 
the technology was years 
away. 

The surgery is called “tar¬ 
geted muscle reinnerva¬ 
tion” and it's like “rewir¬ 
ing the patient,” Hargrove 
said. □ 
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Europe takes on Google, looks to Brazil with hope 


LORI HINNAN 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — European 
news organizations bleed¬ 
ing money and readers 
are trying to avoid extinc¬ 
tion by asking governments 
in France, Germany and 
Italy to step in and charge 
Google for links to stories 
the Internet search giant 
has always gotten for free. 
Critics — including, unsur¬ 
prisingly, Google — say 
the strategy is shortsighted 
and self-destructive, and 
the search engine warns it 
will stop indexing European 
news sites if forced to pay 
for links. But publishers ad¬ 
vocating a “Google tax” 
point to the example of Bra¬ 
zil, where their counterparts 
abandoned the search en¬ 
gine and say repercussions 
have been minimal. 

The dispute underscores 
a fundamental question 
facing media agencies 
around the world: Who 
should benefit from links to 
online content that is costly 
to produce and yet gener¬ 
ates a fraction of the ad 
revenue that once allowed 
newspapers to flourish? 
Europe has tried to sidestep 
Google before. Six years 
ago, then-French President 
Jacques Chirac unveiled 
plans for Quaero (Latin for 
“I search”) as the answer 
to U.S. dominance of the 
Internet. 

The multi-platform search 
and operating system was 
supposed to work with 
desktop computers, mo¬ 
bile devices and even tele¬ 
visions. 

Despite millions spent to 
develop Quaero, it went 
nowhere. 

This week, implicit threats 
hovered over a meeting 
between current French 
President Francois Flollande 
and Eric Schmidt, Google’s 
executive chairman. 
Hollande demanded 


Google reach a deal with 
publishers over the copy¬ 
right dispute and also ad¬ 
dress the French taxes it es¬ 


capes by basing its Europe¬ 
an headquarters in Ireland. 
Google essentially reiter¬ 
ated a point it made in a 
recent letter to French pub¬ 
lishers: Paris' latest attempt 
to impose itself would force 
readers to “Anglo-Saxon” 
sites based in countries with 
more favorable copyright 
laws, such as Britain and 
Ireland. 

The post-meeting state¬ 
ment from Google said the 
discussions dealt with “the 
contributions of the Inter¬ 
net to job creation and the 
influence of French culture 
in the world." 

French publishers, along 
with counterparts in Ger¬ 
many and Italy, are hoping 
Brazil will be the proof that 
there is a successful way to 
confront Google. 

After failing to come to 
terms with Google in the 
past year, Brazil’s biggest 
papers — representing 
90 percent of circulation 
— decided to boycott 
Google News by essen¬ 
tially making their content 
unavailable to anyone us¬ 


ing the search engine. The 
result? Negligible losses in 
Web traffic, the Brazilian 
papers say. 


Brazilian newspapers 

haven't ruled out reopen¬ 
ing talks with Google, if the 
company whose name is 
synonymous with “search" 
agrees to pay for their con¬ 
tent. 

“Newspapers live off ad¬ 
vertising revenues, like 
Google. 

They're our competition 
and they have billions and 
billions in revenues glob¬ 
ally," said Ricardo Pedreira, 
executive director of Bra¬ 
zil's National Association of 
Newspapers. 

Still, Pedreira is not con¬ 
vinced Brazil is a good 
model for European na¬ 
tions. “Every country has a 
specific reality, and I think 
there will probably evolve 
different models in each 
nation,” he said. 

Others in Brazil have 
warned about long-term 
consequences of the boy¬ 
cott. 

Carlos Castilho, a media 
critic and TV journalist, writ¬ 
ing on the press watchdog 
website Observatorio da 
Imprensa, argued that the 


boycott was a backward 
strategy, because “news 
is everywhere today and 
to surround it with walls of 


copyrights is like trying to 
dry ice.” 

The growth of search en¬ 
gines as a way to find in¬ 
formation is affecting news 
organizations in different 
ways. 

Print news was suffering in 
the United States and Eu¬ 
rope long before financial 
crises took hold in recent 
years, its business model 
eroded by television and 
the Internet. As print adver¬ 
tising revenues have de¬ 
clined, more media orga¬ 
nizations are trying to boost 
circulation and earn more 
through subscriptions, in¬ 
cluding charging for online 
content. 

The New York Times is 
among the most prominent 
news organizations with a 
website pay wall. □ 



In this Dec.6, 2011 file photo, the Google logo is seen on the carpet at Google France offices be¬ 
fore its inauguration, in Paris. 

Associated Press 
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US stocks mixed after historic 2-day close 


Netflix stock 
soars on news 
of Carl Icahn’s 
10% position 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Bil¬ 
lionaire investor Carl Icahn 
has seized on Netflix's re¬ 
cent troubles to build a 10 
percent stake in the Inter¬ 
net video service. 
Wednesday’s disclosure 
about Icahn’s stake in Net¬ 
flix Inc. caused the com¬ 
pany’s stock price to surge 
by 16 percent in late after¬ 
noon trading. 

Icahn’s filing with regula¬ 
tors didn’t specify why he 
decided to buy 5.5 million 
Netflix shares. 

But Icahn typically wields 
his stakes in companies to 
pressure changes in man¬ 
agement and the board of 
directors. He also frequent¬ 
ly pushes for companies to 
consider selling themselves 
or to pursue other dramat¬ 
ic changes to boost stock 
prices. 

Netflix declined to com¬ 
ment Wednesday. 

Netflix’s stock has been 
sagging since the com¬ 
pany raised its U.S. prices 
by as much as 60 percent 
nearly 16 months ago. The 
company's earnings have 
plunged this year.Q 



"FfllflHIHDACtDNCU VISION' 


BERNARD CONDON 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
closed mixed on Wednes¬ 
day in their first session since 
Hurricane Sandy forced an 
historic two-day shutdown 
of trading. 

The Dow Jones industrial av¬ 
erage slipped 10.75 points 
to 13,096.46. The Standard 
& Poor's 500 index rose, but 
barely — up 0.22 of a point 
to 1,412.16. 

Investors were nervous that 
a flood of orders after two 
days of pent-up demand 
from customers might lead 
to volatile trading. But stock 
prices barely budged at the 
opening, and stayed within 
a tight range throughout 
the day. 

“It’s been very smooth,” 
Duncan Niederauer, CEO 
of NYSE Euronext, told 
CNBC from the exchange 
floor shortly after the open¬ 
ing bell. “The market-mak¬ 
ing community is more 
than staffed enough to be 
open.” 

The last time the New York 
Stock Exchange closed for 
two consecutive days be¬ 
cause of weather was dur¬ 
ing the Blizzard of 1888 — 
124 years ago. Since power 
was out in large parts of 
downtown Manhattan 
on Wednesday, the trad¬ 
ing floor had to be run on 
backup generators. 

Home Depot and Lowe’s 
rose as investors anticipat¬ 
ed more business for the 
home improvement chains 
as people made repairs in 


the aftermath of the devas¬ 
tating storm. Home Depot 
gained $1.34 to $61.38 and 
Lowe's rose $1.02 to $32.38. 
Netflix soared $9.66 to 


$79.24 after financier Carl 
Icahn said he had bought a 
10 percent stake in the trou¬ 
bled company. 

Among the losers were in¬ 
surers Chubb, Allstate and 
Travelers. Investors worried 
that the companies are 
most likely to suffer losses 
due to insurance claims. The 
trio have a large share of 
the insurance market in ar¬ 
eas where Hurricane Sandy 
hit. 


Chubb fell 98 cents to 
$76.98, Travelers dropped 
62 cents to $70.94 and All¬ 
state slipped 17 cents to 
$39.98. 


(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 

Half of the ten industry 
sectors in the S&P 500 fell. 
Health-care stocks were 
down 0.7 percent, the 
biggest drop. Utility stocks 
led the gainers with a rise 
of 0.8 percent. 

Stocks flitted between 
small gains and losses in 
the last hour of trading. 
The indexes started the 
day higher than the close 
on Friday, the last trading 
day. Then they dropped. 


and stayed in the red for 
much of the day. 

The tech-heavy Nasdaq 
composite lost 10.72 points 
to 2,977.23. 

The opening followed days 
of scrambling by NYSE of¬ 
ficials to make sure pow¬ 
er, telecom connections 
and computers would be 
ready. Many workers on 
the floor use the subways 
to get downtown, but Hurri¬ 
cane Sandy left the system 
with its worst damage in its 
108-year history. 

New York's governor, An¬ 
drew Cuomo, said says 
limited subway service will 
resume in New York City on 
Thursday. 

About three stocks rose for 
every one that fell on the 
New York Stock Exchange. 
Trading volume was 3.4 bil¬ 
lion shares, in line with the 
recent average. 

The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note fell to 1.69 
percent from 1.72 percent 
at midday Monday. Bond 
trading was closed Tues¬ 
day and ended early Mon¬ 
day because of the storm. 
Among other stocks mak¬ 
ing big moves: 

—Facebook fell 83 cents 
to $21.11, a loss of nearly 
4 percent. Facebook em¬ 
ployees became eligible 
this week to sell restricted 
stock for the first time. Up to 
1.5 billion more shares could 
be sold, about 3.5 times the 
421 million shares that had 
been trading since Face- 
book’s initial public offering 
in May. □ 



Mayor Michael Bloomberg talks to traders before ringing the 
opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, 
Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2012. Traffic is snarled, subways out of 
commission, streets flooded and power out in many parts of the 
city, but the New York Stock Exchange opened without hitch 
Wednesday after an historic two-day shutdown, courtesy of Hur¬ 
ricane Sandy. 
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The risks of tapping retirement funds to invest 


STEVEN M. DAVIDOFF 
© 2012 New York Times 

Steven M. Davidoff is a pro¬ 
fessor of law and finance at 
Ohio State University. 
Retirement funds are be¬ 
ing used increasingly for 
anything but retirement. 
Instead, 401 (k) ’s and indi¬ 
vidual retirement accounts 
are becoming money pots 
used to invest in business 
startups, speculate in gold 
and buy private equity in¬ 
vestments. 

Such maneuvers come 
with big tax advantages. 
But they may also leave 
their users penniless in re¬ 
tirement, while their ability 
to evade taxes can cost 
the government. 

My interest was piqued 
by a recent ad in an air¬ 
line magazine. It called on 
people to leave their mind- 
numbing jobs and use their 
retirement funds to start a 
franchise business. Invest in 
yourself was the idea. 

I was startled at the direct¬ 
ness. IRA’s and 401 (k)’s 
were never meant to be 
used to start a business. 
After 15 minutes on the 
Internet - one of the few 
upsides to air travel these 
days - I discovered armies 
of advisers willing to charge 
a fee to help you use your 
401 (k) or IRA to start a busi¬ 
ness. 

One of leaders in this na¬ 
scent industry is Guidant 
Financial. You can get an 
idea of what is about from 
its website, which asserts 
that “by rolling your existing 
retirement funds into an fi¬ 
nance plan you can invest 
in a small business or fran¬ 
chise inside your retirement 
plan ... without tax penal¬ 
ties!” 

The strategies to do so and 


not run afoul of Internal 
Revenue Service regula¬ 
tions are varied, but the 
main one is to start a busi¬ 
ness and have it adopt a 
401 (k) plan. The existing 
401 (k) plan is rolled into the 
new one, which is invested 
in the new business. Voi- 
la - instant financing. The 
downside, however, is that 
there is no money for retire¬ 
ment if the business fails. 
And there is evidence that 
most of these businesses do 
fail. The IRS terms one form 
of this scheme as a Roll¬ 
overs as Business Startups 
plan, or perhaps with some 
unintended irony, a ROBS 
plan. In 2009, the IRS stud¬ 
ied ROBS plans and found 
that most of these business¬ 
es had gone bankrupt, los¬ 
ing the person's retirement 
savings. In most cases the 
money was lost before the 
business even got off the 
ground. Nonetheless, the 
IRS does not prohibit ROBS 
plans, but it has called for 


more scrutiny of the struc¬ 
ture. 

This has not diminished the 
ardor of franchisers and 
other investment advisers 
selling such plans. They ag¬ 
gressively market them to 


would-be entrepreneurs. 
Figures are hard to come 
by, but the chief executive 
and co-founder of Guidant, 
David Nilssen, recently told 
The New York Times that in¬ 
quiries about these types of 


plans were up 196 percent 
in 2011 from 2009. 

Yet this is not the only way 
use your retirement fund for 
something other than pru¬ 
dent retirement planning. A 
business even bigger than 
self-financing a startup is 
the self-directed IRA. As of 
2011, some $94 billion was 
invested in these plans, ac¬ 
cording to the Investment 
Company Institute. 
Self-directed IRAs allow for 
speculation in much sexier 
investments, like gold bul¬ 
lion, oil and loans. But that 
is only the beginning. Want 
to own a rental home? You 
can do that through your 
IRA. Flow about cattle or 
llamas? You can do that, 
too. There's even the case 
of someone who bought 
musical instruments using a 
retirement fund and rented 
them out for tax-free in¬ 
come. 

Not surprisingly, the biggest 
growth area in alternative 
retirement fund investing is 
commodities. □ 
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Many 401 (k)s and individual retirement accounts are becoming 
money-pots to invest in business start-ups, speculate in gold and 
buy private equity investments. 

(Harry Campbell/The New York Times) 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


4 

2 

9 

5 

8 

1 

3 

7 

6 

1 

7 

3 

6 

9 

4 

2 

5 

8 

5 

6 

8 

2 

7 

3 

1 

4 

9 

2 

4 

6 

3 

1 

7 

9 

8 

5 

8 

3 

5 

9 

4 

6 

7 

1 

2 

9 

1 

7 

8 

5 

2 

4 

6 

3 

3 

5 

1 

7 

2 

8 

6 

9 

4 

7 

8 

2 

4 

6 

9 

5 

3 

1 

6 

9 

4 

1 

3 

5 

8 

2 

7 


1 2 

14 

17 

3 4 

■ 5 6 

1 

. 1 

Il0 11 12 13 

20 


21 


I” 

■2 

□ 

r . 


26 27 

28 

■29 

H30 

31 32 33 

34 


■ 35 

■ 36 


37 

1 

f . 

39 

■40 

41 

4; 

J 

r _■ 

In 

45 


■46 

Jr 


H4E 

! 49 

■50 


51 52 

53 


PT . 


58 

62 

65 


■ 59 

Hb3 

Hee 

60 

L 

■64 

L 


Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 11/1/12 


Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 


T 

W 

0 ! 




L 

A 

T 

E 


G 

A 

L 

S 

A 

1 

D 

E! 


b 

E 

L 

A 

Y 


E 

D 

1 

E 

P 

L 

O 

Y 


1 

N 

A 

N 

E 


M 

A 

M 

A 

■ 

F 

R 


s 

s 

i 

N 

G 

d 


d 

M 

P 

S 




s 

0 

0 

N 


fr 

A 

u\ 


s 

A 

L 

0 

0 

N 


r 

E 

G 

L 

ij 

r 

E 

E 

A 

L 

E 

R 

l\ 


F 

E 

A 

H 

S 


A 

L 

P 

B 

0 

N 

d 


F 

0 

A 

S 

T 


|b 

L 

U 

E 

E 

N 

D 


F 

A 

u 

P 

d 


r 

R 

A 

D 

E 

R 

E 

d 

F 

1 

N 

D 

d 


F 

1 

A 

S 

E 

S 



N 

d 


m 

E 

E 



S 

O 

D 

F 


[7 

M 

p 

E 

N 

D 

1 

N 

Gh 


O 

W 

E 

S 


B 

E 

A 

R 

D 

| 

N 

E 

O 

N 

F 

L 

E 

E 


L 

A 

R 

G 

E 


k 

A 

Y 

E 

A 

S 

P 

S 


E 

N 

T 

E 




m. 

A 

T 


(c) 2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


ACROSS 

1 Discover 

5 Freeway 
entrances 

10_-friendly; 

easy to learn 

14 Zone 

15 Met production 

16 Ore deposit 

17 Wander 

18 Jeans fabric 

19 Meditative 
exercise 

20 Infuriates 

22 Roller ride 
for the daring 

24 Sticky stuff 

25 Tilts 

26 Group of eight 

29 Soldiers, for 
short 

30 _ with; 
handled 
successfully 

34 Actor Everett 

35 Show-off 

36 Save from 
peril 

37 Baseball’s 
Ripken 

38 In addition to 

40 _ it out; fought 

41 Loanshark 

43 Mr. Koppel 

44 Ongoing spat 

45 Adjust a clock 

46 Writing tool 

47 Persnickety 

48 _ by; stayed 
loyal to 

50 Skirt’s edge 

51 Most occupied 
with work 

54 Takes tiny bites 

58 Hertz rival 

59 Forest home 

61 Green citrus 

62 Highland Scot 

63 Lopsided 

64 Actress Samms 

65 Holbrook and 
Linden 

66 After-bath 
wraparounds 

67 Utters 

DOWN 

1 Rider’s fee 


2 Element whose 
symbol is Fe 

3 Within reach 

4 Ruined 

5 Roper’s contest 

6 Gorillas 

7 Guys 

8 Costs 

9 American _; 
Pago Pago’s 
location 

10 _S. Grant 

11 Chimney grime 

12 Border 

13 Raise, as kids 
21 Acquired 

23 Mountains of 
South America 

25 Restricted 

26 Take place 

27 Run after 

28 Anklebone 

29 Car fuel 

31 Pains 

32 Maui feasts 

33 Child’s bear 

35 That woman 

36 Communist 

38 Davis or Midler 

39 Comfy room 


42 Puts up a fight 
44 Drops the ball 

46 Spud 

47 Shortest 
month: abbr. 

49 Movie award 

50 Suggestions 

51 Johann 
Sebastian _ 


52 Eye layer 

53 Window ledge 

54 Longest river 

55 Peru’s capital 

56 TV show award 

57 Yellow, Black, 
Red and Dead 

60 Baby’s high 
chair accessory 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































Seeking a 


CANDICE RAINEY 
© 2012 New York Times 

Last year, Liz Corry, a prod¬ 
uct manager for an e- 
commerce site who lives 
in Pittsburgh, realized she 
needed to do something 
about her sprawling stock¬ 
pile of beauty samples. She 
emptied two drawers in 
her bedroom dresser and 
transplanted roughly 600 
Lilliputian tubes of moistur¬ 
izers, eye serums, lip glosses 
and other miniature prom¬ 
ises of reinvention. 

“I had to go to Ikea and 
buy organizers just to keep 
them in place,” said Corry, 
27, who spends around 
$200 a month on beauty- 
sample subscription servic¬ 
es like Birchbox, GlossyBox 
and Julep (which special¬ 
izes in nail polish), and re¬ 
views each tissue-swad¬ 
dled package delivered 
to her to doorstep on her 
hobby blog. My Subscrip¬ 
tion Addiction. “I totally got 
hooked.” 

The sample, by design, is 
meant to leave the cus¬ 
tomer wanting more. It is 
why Estee Lauder herself 
often slipped miniature 
sizes of silky lotions and 
creams to strangers, trust¬ 
ing her product to be the 
most persuasive marketing 
strategy. 

Now an increasing num¬ 
ber of subscription services 
have cut out the awkward 
dance of approaching 
makeup-counter person¬ 
nel for a freebie. And some 
customers are getting car¬ 
ried away. 

Corry started with Birch¬ 
box, the New York-based 
beauty club with more 
than 100,000 members who 
have filled out a question¬ 
naire to determine what 
kind of samples are best 
suited for their skin type, 
hair color and “level of 
beauty knowledge." 

“When I realized they have 
variations they send out 
every month, I was jealous 
about the samples other 
people were getting,” she 
said. “So I signed up for my 
second subscription with 
them.” She is also a fan of 
GlossyBox, which at $21 a 
month is one of the more 
expensive services, distrib¬ 
uting “deluxe travel size" 
and even full-size products 
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solution, one tiny tube at a time 


from international cosmet¬ 
ic and skin-care compa¬ 
nies including lllamasqua, 
Phyto and Burberry Beauty. 
Evelyn Nguyen, 25, a part- 
time adviser for a con¬ 
sumer advice company, 


the variety you get. There's 
no way I’m going to be 
buying five bottles of $200 
moisturizer. 

Birchbox was started in 
2010 by two graduates of 
Harvard Business School, 



Liz Corry, a product manager for an e-commerce site, with prod¬ 
ucts she receives from a beauty sample subscription in Pitts¬ 
burgh, Oct. 21, 2012. An increasing number of subscription ser¬ 
vices have cut out the awkward dance of approaching makeup- 
counter personnel for a freebie, and some customers are getting 
carried away. 

(Jeff Swensen/The New York Times) 


who lives in Manchester, 
England, can relate. She 
once subscribed to five 
beauty-of-the-month clubs 
but reluctantly scaled back 
to two (JolieBox and Ama- 
rya, which is focused on 
organic products) when 
she decided to pursue a 
degree in environmental 
science. “It’s very addic¬ 
tive,” said Nguyen, who 
stores her haul in a Wonder 
Woman lunchbox whose 
lid she can’t shut. “If I had 
a full-time job, I would be 
very tempted to keep up 
with the five." 

Sybil Yang, 36, an assistant 
professor of hospitality and 
tourism management at 
San Francisco State Uni¬ 
versity, subscribes to three 
sample services and has 
found herself awash in “not 
quite a hundred” sam¬ 
ples,” she said. “Half the 
things I get I'm not going to 
use because I'm not a lip¬ 
stick or makeup person, re¬ 
ally,” she said. ‘'For me, it’s 


Katia Beauchamp and 
Hayley Barna. “We feel at¬ 
tached to the small minia¬ 
ture element of it," Beau¬ 
champ said. “You get to 
engage and interact with 
the product without com¬ 
mitting, and it’s really de¬ 
lightful.” 

But she said the company’s 
ultimate goal was to per¬ 
suade sample-happy cus¬ 
tomers to buy full-size prod¬ 
ucts from its website, which 
doles out points for reviews. 
“Fifty percent of our sub¬ 
scribers have shopped with 
us for a full-size product, so 
a lot of people are trans¬ 
acting,” Beauchamp said. 
“Of course there’s going 
to be different people who 
use the service for different 
reasons.” 

Indeed, many women 
have become so preoccu¬ 
pied with cultivating their 
collections that they have 
taken to the Internet to set 
up swaps with other sub¬ 
scribers. “It’s a big commu- 
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nity at the moment,” said 
Nguyen, a member of the 
Facebook group Beauty 
Box Swaps. 

“I really don’t use a lot of 
makeup stuff, so I try to 
trade it away,” said Yang, 
who occasionally uses the 
chat forum MakeupTalk. 
com, a popular site for the 
sample hungry who gush 
or complain about their 
subscription boxes, share 
woes about delayed ship¬ 
ping and set up trades with 
other subscribers. “It’s kind 
of a way to try even more 
products. I had very little 
to lose except for postage, 
which is two bucks.” 

Linda Hoare, 26, a nurse's 
assistant who lives in 
Bremer, Wash., and main¬ 
tains four subscriptions, has 
mailed out 68 swaps since 
May. “If I get one of my 
boxes and there's a prod¬ 
uct or something that I real¬ 
ly like but I want to do more 
road-testing, I try to trade 
for it,” she said. “I found this 
deep conditioner that I like, 
and I did a swap with a girl, 
and she ended up sending 
me, like, eight packages.” 
Hoare, a moderator for 
MakeupTalk.com, has also 
joined in more intricate 
“circular” swaps: a sort of 
Sisterhood of the Travel¬ 
ing Samples. Overseen by 
volunteers and arranged 
on chat forum threads, a 
swap begins with a box 
starter, who inaugurates 
the package with 20 to 30 
beauty samples and mails 
it to the next participant. 
Upon receiving the migrat¬ 
ing goody bag, she can 
take anything she likes as 
long as she replaces it with 
samples she is looking to 
unload, and so on down 
the list.qHoare said it was 



Salon & Spa / Special 

Manic & Pedicure $30 
Relax massage (50 min) $45 
Facial $45 

and much more... posibility to pick 
up!! 

Bella Vista Salon & Spa 

Seroe Patrishi 43-A 

Call now 583-7338/737-1408 

197431 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 
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Police 
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Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 
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BGD San Nicolas 
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Services 
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Setar 
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Taxi 
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Scientists Move Closer to a Lasting Flu Vaccine 


By CARL ZIMMER 

As this year’s flu season 
gathers steam, doctors and 
pharmacists have a fresh 
stock of vaccines to offer 
their patients. The vaccines 
usually provide strong pro¬ 
tection against the virus, 
but only for a while. Vac¬ 
cines for other diseases typ¬ 
ically work for years or de¬ 
cades. With the flu, though, 
next fall it will be time to get 
another dose. 

“In the history of vaccin- 
ology, it's the only one we 
update year to year," said 
Gary J. Nabel, the director 
of the Vaccine Research 
Center at the National In¬ 
stitute of Allergy and Infec¬ 
tious Diseases. 

That has been the case ever 
since the flu vaccine was 
introduced in the 1950s. But 
a flurry of recent studies on 
the virus has brought some 
hope for a change. Dr. Na¬ 
bel and other flu experts 
foresee a time when sea¬ 
sonal flu shots are a thing of 
the past, replaced by long- 
lasting vaccines. 

“That’s the goal: two shots 
when you’re young, and 
then boosters later in life. 
That’s where we’d like to 
go,” Dr. Nabel said. He pre¬ 
dicted that scientists would 
reach that goal before 
long — “in our lifetime, for 
sure, unless you're 90 years 
old,” he said. 


Such a vaccine would be 
a great help in the fight 
against seasonal flu out¬ 
breaks, which kill an esti¬ 
mated 500,000 people a 
year. But in a review to be 
published in the journal In¬ 
fluenza and Other Respira¬ 
tory Viruses, Sarah Gilbert 
of Oxford University argues 
that they could potentially 
have an even greater ben¬ 
efit. 

Periodically, a radically 
new type of flu has evolved 
and rapidly spread around 
the world. A pandemic in 
1918 is estimated to have 
killed 50 million people. 

With current technology, 
scientists would not have 
a vaccine for a new pan¬ 
demic strain until the out¬ 
break was well under way. 
An effective universal flu 
vaccine would already be 
able to fight it. 

“Universal vaccination with 
universal vaccines would 
put an end to the threat 
of global disaster that 
pandemic influenza can 
cause,” Dr. Gilbert wrote. 
Vaccines work by enhanc¬ 
ing the protection the im¬ 
mune system already pro¬ 
vides. In the battle against 
the flu, two sets of immune 
cells do most of the work. 
One set, called B cells, 
makes antibodies that can 
latch onto free-floating vi¬ 
ruses. Burdened by these 


antibodies, the viruses can¬ 
not enter cells. 

Once flu viruses get into 
cells, the body resorts to a 
second line of defense. In¬ 
fected cells gather some of 
the virus proteins and stick 
them on their surface. Im¬ 
mune cells known as T cells 
crawl past, and if their re¬ 
ceptors latch onto the vi¬ 
rus proteins, they recognize 
that the cell is infected; the 
T cells then release mole¬ 
cules that rip open the cells 
and kill them. 

This defense mechanism 
works fairly well, allowing 
many people to fight off 
the virus without ever feel¬ 
ing sick. But it also has a 
built-in flaw: The immune 
system has to encounter a 
particular kind of flu virus 
to develop an effective re¬ 
sponse against it. 

It takes time for B cells to de¬ 
velop tightfitting antibod¬ 
ies. T cells also need time 
to adjust their biochemistry 
to make receptors that can 
lock quickly onto a par¬ 
ticular flu protein. While the 
immune system educates 
itself, an unfamiliar flu virus 
can explode into full-blown 
disease. 

Today’s flu vaccines pro¬ 
tect people from the virus 
by letting them make an¬ 
tibodies in advance. The 
vaccine contains frag¬ 
ments from the tip of a pro¬ 
tein on the surface of the 
virus, called hemagglutinin. 


B cells that encounter the 
vaccine fragments learn 
how to make antibodies 
against them. When vac¬ 
cinated people become 
infected, the B cells can 
quickly unleash their anti¬ 
bodies against the viruses. 
Unfortunately, a traditional 
flu vaccine can protect 
against only flu viruses with 
a matching hemagglutinin 
protein. If a virus evolves 
a different shape, the an¬ 
tibodies cannot latch on, 
and it escapes destruction. 
Influenza’s relentless evolu¬ 
tion forces scientists to re¬ 
configure the vaccine ev¬ 
ery year. A few months be¬ 
fore flu season, they have 
to guess which strains will 
be dominant. Vaccine pro¬ 
ducers then combine pro¬ 
tein fragments from those 
strains to create a new vac¬ 
cine. 

Scientists have long won¬ 
dered whether they could 
escape this evolutionary 
cycle with a vaccine that 
could work against any 
type of influenza. This so- 
called universal flu vaccine 
would have to attack a 
part of the virus that chang¬ 
es little from year to year. 
Dr. Gilbert and her col¬ 
leagues at Oxford are try¬ 
ing to build a T cell-based 
vaccine that could find 
such a target. When T cells 
learn to recognize proteins 
from one kind of virus, the 
scientists have found, they 


can attack many other 
kinds. It appears that the flu 
proteins that infected cells 
select to put on display 
evolve very little. 

The scientists are testing 
a vaccine that prepares 
T cells to mount a strong 
attack against flu viruses. 
They engineered a virus 
that can infect cells but 
cannot replicate. As a re¬ 
sult, infected cells put pro¬ 
teins on display, but people 
who receive the vaccine 
do not get sick. 

In a clinical trial reported 
this summer, the scientists 
found that people who 
received the vaccine de¬ 
veloped a strong response 
from their T cells. “We can 
bring them up to much 
higher levels with a single 
injection,” said Dr. Gilbert, 
the lead author of the 
study. 

Once the scientists had 
vaccinated 11 subjects, 
they exposed them to the 
flu. Meanwhile, they also 
exposed 11 unvaccinated 
volunteers. Two vacci¬ 
nated people became ill, 
while five unvaccinated 
ones did. 

While the Oxford research¬ 
ers focus on T cell vaccines, 
others are developing vac¬ 
cines that can generate 
antibodies that are effec¬ 
tive against many flu viruses 
— or perhaps all of them. 
The first hint that such an¬ 
tibodies exist emerged in 
1993. Japanese research¬ 
ers infected mice with the 
flu virus HI N1 .□ 
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‘Jersey Shore’ cast sends support to Sandy victims 



This Oct. 24, 2012 photo shows “Jersey Shore” cast members, from left, Mike “The Situation” Sor- 
rentino, Jenni “JWoww” Farley, Paul “Pauly D” Delvecchio, Deena Cortese, Vinny Guadagnino, 
Ronnie Ortiz-Magro, Sammi “Sweetheart” Giancola and Nicole “Snooki” Polizzi at a pan¬ 
el entitled “Love, Loss, (Gym, Tan) and Laundry: A Farewell to the Jersey Shore” in New York. 

Associated Press 


Hosts Underwood, Paisley ready 
for 5th CMA Awards 



In this Nov. 9, 2011 file photo hosts Carrie Underwood, left, and 
Brad Paisley speak during the 45th Annual CMA Awards in Nash¬ 
ville, Tenn. 


CHRIS TALBOTT 
AP Music Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 

— Spend a lot of time with 
a guy over five years and 
you get to know him pret¬ 
ty well. In the time Carrie 
Underwood has spent co¬ 
hosting the Country Music 
Association Awards with 
Brad Paisley, she’s learned 
there’s nothing fake about 
the man with the white hat. 
Paisley’s not projecting 


Associated Press 

the family first, fun-loving, 
good-guy persona that’s 
made him one of country 
music's most popular stars. 
That's who he is, and he’s 
found an uncommon bal¬ 
ance Underwood really 
didn't believe existed in 
show business. 

“He's not a different person 
in front of the camera and 
a whole different person 
away from the cameras,” 
Underwood said in a re¬ 


cent interview. “He is the 
way you think he is. 

It’s really great to see how 
somebody has balanced 
family life and doing this, 
you know, being in our cra¬ 
zy world. 

Because a few years ago 
I was wondering how on 
Earth anybody could make 
that work. 

And seeing him and (wife) 
Kimberly (Williams-Paisley) 
— she's superbusy, too — 
being able to juggle that is 
very encouraging.” 

That doesn't mean Under¬ 
wood’s ready to start a 
family just yet. 

She and husband Mike 
Fisher, a star player for the 
NHL's Nashville Predators, 
are at the peak of their re¬ 
spective careers. The for¬ 
mer “American Idol” win¬ 
ner’s latest album, 

“Blown Away,” was a mul¬ 
tiweek No. 1 on the country 
albums chart. She’s in the 
midst of an arena tour and 
also is up for female vocal¬ 
ist of the year at Thursday 
night’s awards, airing live 
on ABC at 8 p.m. EDT from 
Nashville's Bridgestone 
Arena.Q 


The Associated Press 

The town that for millions 
made “Jersey Shore” syn¬ 
onymous with Snooki and 
fist-pumping was among 
the hardest hit by Super¬ 
storm Sandy — and its fa¬ 
mous summer residents 
sent their prayers to those 
affected. 

“Sandy destroyed Seaside 
— our second home,” Ni¬ 
cole “Snooki" Polizzi told 
MTV News in a statement. 
“It's devastating to see our 
boardwalk and favorite 
spots ruined. My prayers go 
out to everyone affected 
by the storm.” 

Jenni “JWoww” Farley ap¬ 
peared on the “Tonight 
Show,” and host Jay Leno 
asked about the house she 
owns with her fiance, Rog¬ 
er, in Toms River. 

“Fixable, I want to say. It's 
really, it like hurts the heart 
a lot. It's really kind of dev¬ 
astating," she said. But as 
long as like my dogs, Rog¬ 


er's safe, my friends are 
safe, we're just all without 
power.” 

Vinny Guadagnino told 
MTV that Seaside Heights 
had become his second 
home, while Paul “Pauly 
D” DelVecchio sent thanks 
to the “heroes” who were 
working to help. Sammi 
Giancola called the im¬ 
pact “devastating.” 
Guadagnino tweeted that 
Staten Island, N.Y., where 
he lives, “looks like war 
zone” and posted a picture 
of a downed tree. 

He, Farley and DelVecchio 
asked their Twitter followers 
to donate $10 to the Ameri¬ 
can Red Cross by texting 
REDCROSS to 90999. Polizzi 
also said she would donate 
but was more true to form: 
“Ugh trying to change my 
son’s diaper while holding 
a flash light is not easy,” 
she wrote from East Ha¬ 
nover, using the hashtag 
“nopower. "□ 


Brad Pitt donates $100K 
for gay marriage effort 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Brad 
Pitt has agreed to donate 
$100,000 to help the Hu¬ 
man Rights Campaign 
raise money for its efforts to 
support same-sex marriage 
initiatives in several states. 
The nation's largest gay 
rights group announced 
Wednesday that Pitt 
agreed to match contri¬ 
butions from the group's 
members up to $100,000. 

In an e-mail to members 
of the Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign, Pitt wrote that it's 
“unbelievable” that peo¬ 
ple’s relationships will be 
put to a vote on Election 
Day. 

Same-sex marriage will be 
on the ballot in Maryland, 
Maine, Minnesota and 
Washington state. 

The Washington, D.C.- 
based Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign says it has spent $8 
million to push for marriage 
equality for gays and les¬ 
bians over the past two 
years, including $5 million 
in the four ballot measures 
this year.Q 



This May 23, 2012 file photo 
shows actor Brad Pitt posing 
for portraits during the 65th 
Cannes Film Festival in 
Cannes, France. 

Associated Press 
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Disney unlikely to change ‘Star Wars’ brand 


1W; 



People walk past a fountain showing the Yoda character from the Star Wars movies outside of Lu- 
casfilms headquarters in San Francisco, Tuesday, Oct. 30, 2012. The Walt Disney Co. announced 
Tuesday that it was buying Lucasfilm Ltd. for $4.05 billion. 

Associated Press 


RYAN NAKASHIMA 
AP Business Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Nay¬ 
sayers would have you be¬ 
lieve Disney's purchase of 
Lucasfilm can only mean 
one thing: Bambi and Mick¬ 
ey Mouse are sure to ap¬ 
pear in future “Star Wars” 
movies taking up light sa¬ 
bers against the dark side 
of the Force. 

Not so, say experts who've 
watched Disney's recent 
acquisition strategy closely. 
If anything. The Walt Dis¬ 
ney Co. has earned cred¬ 
ibility with diehard fans by 
keeping its fingerprints off 
important film franchises 
like those produced by its 
Marvel Entertainment and 
Pixar divisions. 

“They’ve been pretty clear¬ 
ly hands-off in terms of let¬ 
ting the creative minds of 
those companies do what 
they do best,” says Todd 
Juenger, an analyst with 
Bernstein Research. “Uni¬ 
versally, people think they 
pulled it off.” 

Though the Walt Disney 
Co. built its reputation on 
squeaky clean family en¬ 
tertainment, its brand to¬ 
day is multifaceted. Disney, 


of course, started as an an¬ 
imation studio in 1923 with 
characters such as Oswald 
the Lucky Rabbit and Mick¬ 
ey Mouse. 

Over the years, the com¬ 
pany ventured into live 
action movies, opened 
theme parks, launched a 
fleet of cruise ships and de¬ 
buted shows on TV. 


By way of acquisitions over 
the last few decades, it has 
ballooned into a company 
with $40.9 billion in annual 
revenue and a market 
value of $88 billion. Disney 
bought Capital Cities/ABC 
in 1995 for $19 billion, Pixar 
for $7.4 billion in 2006, Mar¬ 
vel for $4.2 billion in 2009 
and this week, it said it will 


purchase Lucasfilm and 
the “Star Wars” franchise 
for $4.05 billion. 

Disney’s acquisition of Mar¬ 
vel Entertainment in 2009 
offers the best example of 
how it might treat Lucasfilm 
and the “Star Wars" uni¬ 
verse. 

Marvel was in the midst of 
a storyline that would span 


several films following the 
smash hit success of its first 
self-produced movie, “Iron 
Man,” in 2008. When Dis¬ 
ney bought it a year later, 
it continued reading from 
the comic book giant’s 
playbook, releasing in sub¬ 
sequent years “Iron Man 
2," ’’Thor," "Captain Amer¬ 
ica" and then this year, 
“The Avengers," which 
brought heroes from those 
movies together in one gi¬ 
ant film that grossed $1.5 
billion at the box office. 
Now, “Avengers” director 
Joss Whedon is working on 
the sequel and developing 
a Marvel-based TV series 
for Disney-owned ABC. 

Rick Marshall, a journal¬ 
ist and blogger who writes 
about the comic book and 
movie industries, was skep¬ 
tical when Disney bought 
Marvel. But his doubts 
quickly melted when it was 
clear Disney wouldn’t taint 
the Marvel universe by get¬ 
ting too involved. 

“I was the first one to say 
there's going to be a 
Goofy-Wolverine cross¬ 
over," Marshall said. “We 
haven’t seen that.... Disney 
was able to step away.’O 


Penn gets multiple 
requests in Bolivia 


LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — It’s 
not clear whether Sean 
Penn knew ahead of his vis¬ 
it to Bolivia of the missions 
he’d be asked to assume 
by President Evo Morales. 
Cabinet chief Juan Ramon 
Quintana told reporters af¬ 
ter Tuesday's meeting that 
Morales asked the Oscar- 
winning actor to defend 
the chewing of coca leaf 
before the United Nations, 
lobby Chile to restore Boliv¬ 
ia’s long-lost access to the 
Pacific Ocean and help 


persuade the United States 
to extradite a former Boliv¬ 
ian president. 

Penn is already a good¬ 
will ambassador for Haiti, 
where he has won respect 
for his post-earthquake 
charity work. 

Asked by reporters about 
the missions he'd been 
asked to assume, Penn an¬ 
swered curtly. 

“I am ambassador of Haiti,” 
he said. Penn later showed 
up for the start of a soccer 
match with Morales. □ 



Bolivia’s President Evo Morales, right, and U.S. actor Sean Penn pose for photographs before 
participating in a friendly soccer match in La Paz, Bolivia, Tuesday, Oct. 30, 2012. 


Uzbek dictator’s daughter has a role for Depardieu 


MOSCOW (AP) — French 
actor Gerard Depardieu 
will reportedly play a part 
in the film based on a script 
written by the daughter of 
Uzbekistan’s authoritarian 
President Islam Karimov. 


Gulnara Karimova has fre¬ 
quently been 

touted as a potential suc¬ 
cessor to her iron-fisted fa¬ 
ther who has ruled the ex- 
Soviet nation for 23 years. 
Karimova is feted back 


home as a diplomat, phi¬ 
lanthropist, singer and fash¬ 
ion designer, 

but her critics say she has 
used her power to forcibly 
take over businesses across 
the Central Asian nation. 


Uzbek filmmaker Akbar 
Khakimov told Olam.uz 
news agency Wednesday 
that Depardieu 
will play a Christian monk in 
the film set in Central Asia 
around sixth century. 


Last year. New York’s Fash¬ 
ion Week canceled a show 
by Karimova under pressure 
from human 

rights groups that criticized 
child labor in the Uzbek cot¬ 
ton industryO 
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The Upside Of Opportunism 



Medicaid On The Ballot 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2012 New York Times 

Let’s try to imagine what the world 
would look like if President Barack 
Obama is re-elected. 

Washington over the next four 
years would probably look much 
as it has over the last two: Obama 
running the White House, Repub¬ 
licans controlling the House and 
Democrats managing the Senate. 
We’d have had a long slog of an 
election before a change-hungry 
electorate, and we’d end up with 
pretty much the same cast of 
characters as before. 

Obama would probably try to en¬ 
act the agenda he laid out most 
clearly in his recent interview with 
The Des Moines Register: 

Obama said he would try to recre¬ 
ate the Obama-Boehner budget 
deal of two summers ago, with 
$2.50 of spending cuts for every 
$1 in tax increases. Then he’d try 
immigration reform. Then he’d cut 
corporate tax rates as part of cor¬ 
porate reform. Then he’d “weed 
out” unnecessary regulations. All 
the while, he would implement 
Obamacare and increase funds 
for infrastructure. This is a moder¬ 
ate and sensible agenda. 

The first order of business would be 
the budget deal, averting the fis¬ 
cal cliff. Obama would first go to 
Republicans in the Senate and 
say, “Look, we’re stuck with each 
other. Let’s cut a deal for the sake 
of the country.” He would easily 
find 10 Republican senators will¬ 
ing to go along with a version of a 
Grand Bargain. 

Then Obama would go to the 
House. He’d ask Eric Cantor, the 
majority leader, if there were 
votes for such a deal. The answer 
would probably be no. Repub¬ 
lican House members still have 
more to fear from a primary chal¬ 
lenge from the right than from a 
general election challenge from 
the left. Obama is tremendously 
unpopular in their districts. By run¬ 
ning such a negative presidential 
campaign, Obama has won no 
mandate for a Grand Bargain. 
Obama himself is not going to 
suddenly turn into a master legis¬ 
lative craftsman on the order of 
Lyndon B. Johnson. 

There’d probably be a barrage of 
recriminations from all sides. The 
left and right would be consumed 
with ire and accusations. Legisla¬ 
tors would work out some set of 
fudges and gimmicks to kick the 
fiscal can down the road. 

The ensuing bitterness would 
doom any hopes for bipartisan 
immigration reform. The rest of 
the Obama second term would 


be about reasonably small things: 
some new infrastructure programs; 
more math and science teach¬ 
ers; implementing Obamacare; 
mounting debt; a president in¬ 
creasingly turning to foreign affairs 
in search of legacy projects. 

If you’re a liberal Democratic, this 
is an acceptable outcome. Your 
party spent 80 years building the 
current welfare state. This out¬ 
come extends it. 

Now let’s try to imagine the world 
if Mitt Romney were to win. Re¬ 
publicans would begin with the 
premise that the status quo is un¬ 
sustainable. The mounting debt 
is ruinous. The byzantine tax and 
regulatory regimes are stifling in¬ 
novation and growth. 

Republicans would like to take the 
reform agenda that Republican 
governors have pursued in places 
like Indiana and take it to the na¬ 
tional level: structural entitlement 
reform; fundamental tax reform. 
These reforms wouldn’t make 
government unrecognizable 
(we’d probably end up spending 
21 percent of GDP in Washington 
instead of about 24 percent), but 
they do represent a substantial 
shift to the right. 

At the same time, Romney would 
probably be faced with a Demo¬ 
cratic Senate. He would also ob¬ 
serve the core lesson of this cam¬ 
paign: Conservatism loses; mod¬ 
eration wins. Romney’s prospects 
began to look decent only when 
he shifted to the center. A Presi¬ 
dent Romney would look at the 
way tea party extremism had cost 
the GOP Senate seats in Delaware 
and Nevada - and possibly Mis¬ 
souri and Indiana. 

To get re-elected in a country 
with a rising minority population 
and a shrinking Republican co¬ 
alition, Romney’s shape-shifting 
nature would induce him to gov¬ 
ern as a center-right moderate. 
To get his tax and entitlement 
reforms through the Democratic 
Senate, Romney would have to 
make some serious concessions: 
increase taxes on the rich as part 
of an overall reform; abandon the 
most draconian spending cuts in 
Paul Ryan’s budget; reduce the 
size of his lavish tax-cut promises. 
As President Romney made these 
concessions, conservatives would 
be in uproar. Talk-radio hosts 
would be the ones accusing him 
of Romneysia, forgetting all the 
promises he made in the primary 
season. There’d probably be a 
primary challenge from the right 
in 2016. 

But Republicans in Congress would 
probably go along. They wouldn’t 
want to destroy a Republican 
president. Romney would cham¬ 
pion enough conservative reforms 
to allow some Republicans to jus¬ 
tify their votes. 

The bottom line is this: If Obama 
wins, we’ll probably get small¬ 
bore stasis; if Romney wins, we’re 
more likely to get bipartisan re¬ 
form. Romney is more of a flex¬ 
ible flip-flopper than Obama. He 
has more influence over the most 
intransigent element in the Wash¬ 
ington equation House Republi¬ 
cans. He’s more likely to get big 
stuff done. □ 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2012 New York Time 

There’s a lot we don’t know 
about what Mitt Romney would 
do if he won. He refuses to say 
which tax loopholes he would 
close to make up for $5 trillion in 
tax cuts; his economic “plan” is 
an empty shell. 

But one thing is clear: If he wins, 
Medicaid - which now covers 
more than 50 million Americans, 
and which President Barack 
Obama would expand further 
as part of his health reform - will 
face savage cuts. 

Estimates suggest that a Romney 
victory would deny health insur¬ 
ance to about 45 million people 
who would have coverage if he 
lost, with two-thirds of that differ¬ 
ence due to the assault on Med¬ 
icaid. 

So this election is, to an important 
degree, really about Medicaid. 
And this, in turn, means that you 
need to know something more 
about the program. 

For while Medicaid is generally 
viewed as health care for the 
nonelderly poor, that’s only part 
of the story. And focusing solely 
on who Medicaid covers can ob¬ 
scure an equally important fact: 
Medicaid has been more suc¬ 
cessful at controlling costs than 
any other major part of the na¬ 
tion’s health care system. 

So, about coverage: Most Med¬ 
icaid beneficiaries are indeed 
relatively young (because older 


people are covered by Medi¬ 
care) and relatively poor (be¬ 
cause eligibility for Medicaid, 
unlike Medicare, is determined 
by need). But more than 9 mil¬ 
lion Americans benefit from both 
Medicare and Medicaid, and 
elderly or disabled beneficiaries 
account for the majority of Med¬ 
icaid’s costs. And contrary to 
what you may have heard, the 
great majority of Medicaid ben¬ 
eficiaries are in working families. 
For those who get coverage 
through the program, Medicaid 
is a much-needed form of finan¬ 
cial aid. It is also, quite literally, a 
lifesaver. Romney has said that a 
lack of health insurance doesn’t 
kill people in America; oh yes, it 
does, and states that expand 
Medicaid coverage show striking 
drops in mortality. 

So Medicaid does a vast amount 
of good. But at what cost? There’s 
a widespread perception, glee¬ 
fully fed by right-wing politicians 
and propagandists, that Medic¬ 
aid has “runaway” costs. But the 
truth is just the opposite. While 
costs grew rapidly in 2009-10, as 
a depressed economy made 
more Americans eligible for the 
program, the longer-term reality 
is that Medicaid is significantly 
better at controlling costs than 
the rest of our health care system. 
How much better? According 
to the best available estimates, 
the average cost of health care 
for adult Medicaid recipients 
is about 20 percent less than it 
would be if they had private in¬ 
surance. The gap for children is 
even larger. 

And the gap has been widening 
over time: Medicaid costs have 
consistently risen a bit less rapidly 
than Medicare costs, and much 
less rapidly than premiums on pri¬ 
vate insurance. 

How does Medicaid achieve 
these lower costs? Partly by hav¬ 
ing much lower administrative 
costs than private insurers. It’s 
always worth remembering that 
when it comes to health care, it’s 
the private sector, not govern¬ 


ment programs, that suffers from 
stifling, costly bureaucracy. 

Also, Medicaid is much more ef¬ 
fective at bargaining with the 
medical-industrial complex. 
Consider, for example, drug pric¬ 
es. Last year a government study 
compared the prices that Med¬ 
icaid paid for brand-name drugs 
with those paid by Medicare Part 
D - also a government program, 
but one run through private insur¬ 
ance companies, and explicitly 
forbidden from using its power in 
the market to bargain for lower 
prices. 

The conclusion: Medicaid pays 
almost a third less on average. 
That’s a lot of money. 

Is Medicaid perfect? Of course 
not. Most notably, the hard bar¬ 
gain it drives with health providers 
means that quite a few doctors 
are reluctant to see Medicaid 
patients. Yet given the problems 
facing American health care - 
sharply rising costs and declining 
private-sector coverage - Med¬ 
icaid has to be regarded as a 
highly successful program. It pro¬ 
vides good if not great coverage 
to tens of millions of people who 
would otherwise be left out in the 
cold, and as I said, it does much 
right to keep costs down. 

By any reasonable standard, this 
is a program that should be ex¬ 
panded, not slashed - and a ma¬ 
jor expansion of Medicaid is part 
of the Affordable Care Act. 

Why, then, are Republicans so 
determined to do the reverse, 
and kill this success story? You 
know the answers. Partly it’s their 
general hostility to anything that 
helps the 47 percent - those 
Americans whom they con¬ 
sider moochers who need to be 
taught self-reliance. Partly it’s the 
fact that Medicaid’s success is 
a reproach to their anti-govern¬ 
ment ideology. 

The question - and it’s a question 
the American people will answer 
very soon - is whether they’ll get 
to indulge these prejudices at the 
expense of tens of millions of their 
fellow citizens. □ 
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CULINARY ARTS 


Shades of risotto 


MARK BITTMAN 
© 2012 New York Times 

As more varieties and 
better qualities of brown 
rice become increasingly 
common, it's growing clear 
that you can do pretty 
much anything you want 
with this less processed 
version of the world’s 
second-most-popular 
grain. (You guessed it: Corn 
is numero uno.) 

This includes making risotto. 
Real, creamy, tender risotto. 
There is really only one 
adjustment to make, and 
that is to parboil the rice 
so that the risotto-making 
process takes about the 
same amount of time - 20 
minutes or so - that it does 
with white rice. 

As you normally would, 
choose short- or medium- 
grain brown rice, which 
is crucially important 
because these are the 
varieties that emit enough 
starch to make the final 
product creamy. 

One could argue, and 
some will, that you should 
begin with Italian varieties 
like arborio. But good 
Spanish, Japanese and, 
yes, American short- and 
medium-grain rices give 
equally good results. 

All I can tell you is that this 
risotto seemed like the 
perfect confluence of 
ingredients when I made it 
last week. I had Koda Farms 
brown rice, a medium-grain 
variety that is probably the 
best produced in the United 
States. I had a few leftover 
shrimp and stock I'd made 
from their shells. 

To top it off, I had incredibly 
fine delicata squash, from 
Vermont. (“Imported” by 
me.) That squash, whose 
skin is not only edible but 
craveable, has increased 
my love of winter squash 
and made it clear to me 
that any thin-skinned 
variety - those cute little 
sugar pumpkins, fresh 
acorn squash, even some 
butternuts - can star in a 
dish like this. 

This was a hurry-up dish of 
45 minutes, start to finish 
- good news for people 
who think brown rice takes 
forever. 

That’s only about 20 minutes 
longer than white-rice 


risotto, and that 20 minutes 
is exactly the amount of 
time it takes to parboil the 
brown rice. While that's 
happening, you can sear 
some meat or shell some 
shrimp and make stock 
with it or, if you’re lucky, just 
assemble ingredients. 

As with any risotto, the 
basic method remains 
the same. You can use 
almost any kind of winter 
squash: the cooking time 
of about 20 minutes will 
pretty reliably take three- 
quarter-inch cubes from 
raw to tender but not 
mushy. (You can extend 
the cooking time a bit if you 
need to.) Any kind of stock 
will work, even a quickly 
made one of carrots, celery 
and onion, with a meaty 
bone or two if you have 
one. And the meat or fish is 
totally optional: the chew 
and flavor are of course 
welcome, buf this could be 
a fine vegan risotto. 

And as with any risotto, 
the leftovers have insane 
potential. Since a cup of 
brown rice produces about 
four cups of cooked rice, 
with all these substantial 
add-ins this recipe really 


serves four people, even 
as a main course. The 
night I made it, there 
were two of us. The next 
night, I crisped maybe 
two ounces of chopped 
bacon in a little more olive 
oil, then scooped that out 
and sauteed a little more 
onion and a cup of peas 
(actually, frozen), cranked 
the heat and browned the 
leftover rice in there: instant 
fried rice, and never better. 
Which brings me to the 
Parmesan. I consider it 
optional largely because 
I’ve come to prefer leaner, 
simpler risottos. Traditionally, 
butter was the fat of 
choice, and Parmesan 
used whenever it was 
available and appropriate 
- that is, a good pairing. In 
restaurants at least, a big 
hunk of buffer is often stirred 
in at the end of cooking to 
enrich the dish and take it 
over the top. (If you’ve ever 
wondered why your risotto 
is not as velvety and filling 
as that in restaurants, it’s 
because you have more 
of a conscience than most 
chefs.) 

But I start with good olive 
oil and often omit the 



A creamy risotto with black truffle. Brown rice, the less processed 
version of the world's second-most-popular grain, can be used 
for pretty much anything. This photo was posed for use as 
illustration. 

(Handout Photo) 




Sifting through Kalijira, a short-grain brown rice. Brown rice, the 
less processed version of the world’s second-most-popular grain, 
can be used for pretty much anything. This photo was posed for 
use as illustration. 


Parmesan, finishing the 
dish instead with a lot of 
chopped herbs. The results 
not only showcase the rice 
and add-ins, but they are 
also cleaner. 

If you want an even sharper 
flavor, you could add a bif 
of lemon juice af fhe lasf 
second. 

Of course fhe real disfincfion 
here is fhe brown rice. And 
fresher, believe it or not, is 
better, not only for quicker 
cooking but for superior 
flavor. “New crop” brown 
rice is far from ubiquitous, 
but it exists, and this is the 
time of year to find it. If you 
do, use if. 

BROWN RICE RISOTTO WITH 
WINTER SQUASH 

Time: Abouf 45 minutes 
Salt 

1 cup short- or medium- 
grain brown rice 

3 tablespoons olive oil or 
butter 

1 medium onion or large 
shallot, chopped 
Black pepper 

About 2 cups winter squash 
in roughly 3/4-inch cubes 
1/2 cup dry white wine or 
water 

4 cups any stock (shrimp, 
chicken, lobster, vegetable, 
pork) or water 

1 cup bite-size pieces of 
meat or shellfish (precooked 
is OK): sausage, pork, 
lobsfer, shrimp, chicken, 
efc. 

1/2 cup grated Parmesan, 
optional 

1 /2 cup chopped fresh basil 
or parsley 


(Lars Klove/The New York Times) 

1. Bring medium pot of 
water to a boil and salt it. Stir 
in brown rice, adjust heat so 
that water bubbles steadily, 
and cook without stirring 
until rice is swollen and half¬ 
tender, 10 to 15 minutes. 
Drain. (If you wanf to wait 
a bit before proceeding, 
spread the rice on a platter 
or sheet tray so it cools.) 

2. Put oil in a large, deep 
skillet over medium heat. 
When it's hot, add onion 
or shallot and cook, stirring 
occasionally, until it softens, 
3 to 5 minutes. Add rice and 
cook, stirring occasionally, 
until it is glossy and coated 
with oil, about 5 minutes. 
Sprinkle with salt and 
pepper, then stir in the 
squash: add the wine. Stir 
and let liquid bubble away. 

3. Begin to add the stock, 
about 1/2 cup at a time, 
stirring after each addition 
and every minute or so. 
When the stock is just about 
evaporated, add more. 
Keep the heat medium 
to medium-high and stir 
frequently. 

4. When rice is just about 
tender and mixture is 
creamy, stir in shellfish or 
meaf and continue to 
cook, adding more liquid 
if necessary, until rice is 
tender. 

The final dish should be 
quite moist but not soupy. 
Add Parmesan if you're 
using it, then taste and add 
more salt or pepper (or 
both) if necessary. Garnish 
with basil or parsley and 
serve. 

Yield: 4 servingsO 



















